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St. Martin’s Anglican Church 
July 26, 2026 

  10:00 AM 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost  

 

Welcome Team: Darlene & Tom, Elaine W  Chalice Bearers: Michelle L 
 

It is a great privilege to gather, share stories of faith and worship God on this beautiful 
territory, which we now know as Pickering, but which has been the site of human activity – 
and therefore storytelling and worship – for many thousands of years. We wish to honour the 
ancestral guardians of this land and its waterways: the Wendat, the Anishinabek Nation, the 
Haudenosaunee Confederacy, the Mississaugas of Scugog, Hiawatha and Alderville First 
Nations.  The treaties that were signed for this particular parcel of land are collectively 
referred to as the Williams Treaties of 1923. Today many Indigenous peoples, including the 
Métis Nation, continue to call this land home and act as its stewards, and this responsibility 
extends to all peoples, to share and care for this land for generations to come.  
 

Celebrant:  The Reverend Shelly Pollard 
 

Prelude:  You Are My Hiding Place.  
Words and Music by Michael Ledner. Arranged by Mark Hayes.  

CCLI Licence Copyright #11469691. CCLI Streaming Licence #21657598. 
 

Sentence:   Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.  

John 6.68 

Opening Hymn:   #178 Restore in Us, O God  

 

 Restore in us, O God, 
the splendour of your love; 

  renew your image in our hearts, 
and all our sins remove. 
 

 O Spirit, wake in us 
  the wonder of your power; 
  from fruitless fear unfurl our lives 
  like springtime bud and flower. 
 

 Bring us, O Christ, to share 
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  the fullness of your joy; 
baptize us in the risen life 

  that death cannot destroy. 
 

 Three-personed God, fulfill 
the promise of your grace, 
that we, when all our searching ends, 
may see you face to face. 

Text: CarlP. Daw, Jr. (1944-). © 1989 Hope Publishing Co.  
CCLI Copyright Licence #11469691.  CCLI Streaming Licence #21657598. 

 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
and the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  
be with you all. 

All:   And also with you.  
 

Celebrant:  Almighty God,  
All: to you all hearts are open,  

all desires known,  
and from you no secrets are hidden.  
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Kyrie Eleison  
Celebrant:  Lord have mercy.  
All:   Christ have mercy.  
Celebrant:          Lord have mercy. 

 

The Collect  
Celebrant: O God, 

the protector of all who trust in you, 
without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy, 
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increase and multiply upon us your mercy, 
that with you as our ruler and guide, 
we may so pass through things temporal, 
that we lose not the things eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

All: Amen. 
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 

First Reading GENESIS 29:15-28     Reader: Alison S 
 

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF GENESIS 
Laban said to Jacob, "Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me 
for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages be?" Now Laban had two daughters; 
the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. Leah's 
eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. Jacob loved Rachel; so he 
said, "I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel." Laban said, 
"It is better that I give her to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay 
with me." So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to him but a 
few days because of the love he had for her. Then Jacob said to Laban, "Give me 
my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed." So Laban gathered 
together all the people of the place, and made a feast. But in the evening he took 
his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to her. (Laban gave his 
maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) When morning came, it was 
Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, "What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve 
with you for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?" Laban said, "This is not 
done in our country - giving the younger before the firstborn. Complete the week 
of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me another 
seven years." Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban gave him his 
daughter Rachel as a wife. 
 

Reader:   The Word of the Lord.       
All:    Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 128 
 

Celebrant: Happy are they all who fear the Lord, and who follow in his ways! 

All: You shall eat the fruit of your labour; happiness and prosperity 
shall be yours. 

 

Celebrant: Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine within your house, your 
children like olive shoots round about your table. 

All: The man who fears the Lord shall thus indeed be blessed. 
 

Celebrant: The Lord bless you from Zion, and may you see the prosperity of 
Jerusalem all the days of your life. 

All: May you live to see your children's children; may peace be upon 
Israel. 

Celebrant: Gracious God, giver of life in its fullness, you take no pleasure in 
human want but intend your bounty to be shared among your 
children. Lead us in the ways of justice and peace, for Jesus 
Christ’s sake. 

 

All:   Amen. 
 

Second Reading    ROMANS 8:26-39                       Reader: William M 
 

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE ROMANS 
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as 
we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, 
who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. We know that all things work 
together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his 
purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And 
those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also 
justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. What then are we to say 
about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his 
own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything 
else? Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is 
to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right 
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hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of 
Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword? As it is written, "For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are 
accounted as sheep to be slaughtered." No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Reader:   The Word of the Lord.      

All:    Thanks be to God. 

Gospel                    Please stand in body or in spirit for the Gospel 
 

Gospel Acclamation: Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!       Sing A New Creation 
 

Halle, halle, halle - lujah! 
 Halle, halle, halle - lujah! 
 Halle, halle, halle - lujah! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah!                          Sing A New Creation 192 
Music: Melody Caribbean trad.; arr John L. Bell, 1990 

Arr.© 1190 WGRG c/o Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. CCLI Licence #11469691. 
 

Gospel Reading MATTHEW 13:31-33, 44-52 
 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.  
All:   And also with you.  
 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew. 
All:  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
 

Jesus put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 
seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, 
but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the 
birds of the air come and make nests in its branches." He told them another 
parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in 
with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened. The kingdom of heaven is 
like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he 
goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is 
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like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he 
went and sold all that he had and bought it. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, 
they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the 
bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the 
evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Have you understood all this?" They answered, 
"Yes." And he said to them, "Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the 
kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure 
what is new and what is old." 

Celebrant:  The Gospel of Christ.    

All:    Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gospel Acclamation: Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!      Sing A New Creation 
Halle, halle, halle - lujah! 

 Halle, halle, halle - lujah! 
 Halle, halle, halle - lujah! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah!                          Sing A New Creation 192 

Music: Melody Caribbean trad.; arr John L. Bell, 1990 
Arr.© 1190 WGRG c/o Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. CCLI Licence #11469691. 

 

Homily:                                         The Rev Shelly Pollard 
 

Moment of Silent Reflection 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

Celebrant:  Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,  

All :  I believe in God,  
the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  
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He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People                   Intercessor: Selwyn N 
 

Confession & Absolution 
Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ,  

God is steadfast in love  
and infinite in mercy;  
he welcomes sinners  
and invites us to his table.  
Let us confess our sins,  
confident in God’s forgiveness. 

 

Moment of Silence 
 

Celebrant:  Most merciful God,  
All: we confess that we have sinned against you  

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us, that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your name. Amen. 
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Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in eternal life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All:   Amen.  
THE PEACE  

Please stand in body or in spirit        
Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
All:   And also with you. 
 

Offertory Hymn:  #388 Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken 
 

 Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
Zion, city of our God; 
he whose word cannot be broken 
formed thee for his own abode. 
On the rock of ages founded, 
what can shake thy sure repose? 
With salvation's walls surrounded, 
thou mayest smile at all thy foes. 

 

 See! The streams of living waters, 
springing from eternal love, 
well supply thy sons and daughters 
and all fear of want remove. 
Who can faint, when such a river 
ever flows their thirst to assuage? 
Grace, which like the Lord, the giver, 
never fails from age to age. 

 

 Round each habitation hovering, 
see the cloud and fire appear 
for a glory and a covering -- 
showing that the Lord is near. 
Thus they march, the pillar leading, 
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light by night, and shade by day; 
daily on the manna feeding 
which God gives them when they pray. 

 

 Saviour, if of Zion's city 
I through grace a member am, 
let the world deride or pity, 
I will glory in thy name. 
Fading is the world's best pleasure, 
all its boasted pomp or show: 
solid joys and lasting treasures 
none but Zion's children know. 
 

Text: John Newton (1725-1807), alt.  
CCLI Copyright Licence #11469691.  CCLI Streaming Licence #21657598. 

  

Prayer over the Gifts       Please stand in body or in spirit    
 

Celebrant:  God of grace, 
accept all we offer you this day, 
as we look toward the glory you have promised. 
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 
 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
Eucharistic Prayer 2 
Celebrant:   The Lord be with you.  
All:   And also with you.  
 

Celebrant:   Lift up your hearts.  
All:   We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Celebrant:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

Celebrant:  We give you thanks and praise, almighty God,  
through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,  
our Saviour and Redeemer.  
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He is your living Word,  
through whom you have created all things.  
By the power of the Holy Spirit  
he took flesh of the Virgin Mary  
and shared our human nature.  
He lived and died as one of us, 

 to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

 In fulfilment of your will  
he stretched out his hands in suffering, 
to bring release to those who place their hope in you;  
and so he won for you a holy people. 
 

He chose to bear our griefs and sorrows,  
and to give up his life on the cross,  
that he might shatter the chains of evil and death, 

 and banish the darkness of sin and despair.   
By his resurrection 

 he brings us into the light of your presence. 
 

Now with all creation we raise our voices to proclaim the glory of 
your name. 

 

Sanctus                   
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 

are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the 
highest. 

 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest, Hosanna in the highest.     

 CP 732 Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord. Music:  Community Mass, Richard Proulx (1937-). ©1971, 1977 
G.I.A. Publications, Inc.CCLI Licence #11469691 

 

Celebrant: Holy and gracious God,  
accept our praise,  
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ;  
who on the night he was handed over  
to suffering and death,  
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took bread and gave you thanks,  
saying, “Take, and eat: this is my body which is broken for you.”  
 

In the same way he took the cup,   
saying, “This is my blood which is shed for you. When you do this, 
you do it in memory of me.” 

 

Remembering, therefore,  
his death and resurrection,  
we offer you this bread and this cup,  
giving thanks that you have made us worthy  
to stand in your presence and serve you.  
We ask you to send your Holy Spirit  
upon the offering of your holy Church. 
 

Gather into one  
 all who share in these sacred mysteries, 

filling them with the Holy Spirit  
and confirming their faith in the truth,  
that together we may praise you and give you glory 

 through your Servant, Jesus Christ. 
 

All glory and honour are yours,  
Father and Son, with the Holy Spirit  
in the holy Church, now and for ever. 

All:   Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (Sung)  
Celebrant:  As our Saviour taught us, let us pray and sing, 
All: Our Father in heaven hallowed be thy name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us  
today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us 
from evil.  For the kingdom and the power and the glory are 
yours, now and forever.  Amen, amen, amen. 

Text: BAS page 211.  Music:  Sibbick arr. Lambert. 

Moment of Silence 
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Breaking of the Bread                                BAS 2   
 

Celebrant:   We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All:  We, being many, are one body, for we all share in the one bread.  

 

THE COMMUNION 
Agnus Dei                           
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; have mercy 

on us.  
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; have mercy 
on us.  
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; grant us 
peace, grant us peace.                                 CP 745 Lamb of God. 

Music:  Becket Gerald Senchur (1946- ).  
©1992 G.I.A. Publications, Inc. CCLI Licence #11469691. 

 

Celebrant:  The gifts of God for the People of God. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion (for those who choose not to receive Communion, 
or are following the service online) 
 

Celebrant: Those wishing to do so may make their spiritual communion by 
joining in this prayer with me now: 

All: My Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. I love 
you above all things, and I long for you in my soul. Since I cannot 
now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart. 
As though you have already come, I embrace you, and unite 
myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from 
you. Amen. 

 

Communion Hymn: #56 I Am the Bread, the Bread of Life 
 

I am the bread, the bread of life; 
who comes to me will never hunger. 
I am the bread, the bread of heaven; 
who feed on me will never die. 
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And as you eat, remember me- 
my body broken on a tree: 
my life was given to set you free, 
and I’m alive for evermore. 
 

I am the vine, the living vine; 
apart from me you can do nothing. 
I am the vine, the real vine; 
abide in me and I in you. 
And as you drink, remember me- 
my blood was shed upon a tree: 
my life was given to set you free, 
and I’m alive for evermore. 
 

So eat this bread, and drink this wine, 
and as you do, receive this life of mine.  
All that I am, I give to you, 
that you may live for evermore. 

 
CP 56- I Am the Bread, the Bread of Life Text: Brian R. Hoare (1935-) Copyright 1988 Hope Publishing Co 

 CCLI Copyright Licence #11469691.  CCLI Streaming Licence #21657598. 

Prayer after Communion     Please stand in body or in spirit      
 

Celebrant: God of grace, 
we have received the memorial 
of the death and resurrection of your Son. 
May your love, poured into us, 
bring us to your promises. 
We ask this in the name of our Redeemer Jesus Christ. 

All: Amen. 
 

Doxology & Blessing  
Celebrant:  Glory to God,  
All: whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.   
Glory to God from generation to generation,  
in the Church and in Christ Jesus, For ever and ever. Amen. 
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Celebrant: The peace of God which passes all understanding  
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge  
and love of God and of his Son,  
Jesus Christ the Lord.  
 

And the blessing of God Almighty,  
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
remain with you and the ones you love  
now and forevermore.  

All:   Amen. 
 

Announcements  
 

Closing Hymn:  #461 Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 
 

  Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 
you soldiers of the cross! 
Lift high his royal banner, 
it must not suffer loss. 
From victory on to victory 
his army he shall lead 
till evil is defeated, 
and Christ is Lord indeed. 
 

 Stand up, stand up for Jesus! 
The trumpet call obey; 
then join the mighty conflict 
in this his glorious day. 
Be strong in faith and serve him, 
against unnumbered foes; 
let courage rise with danger, 
and strength to strength oppose. 
 

 Stand up, stand up for Jesus! 
Stand in his power alone, 
for human might will fail you -- 
you dare not trust your own. 
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Put on the gospel armour, 
keep watch with constant prayer; 
when duty calls or danger, 
be never failing there. 
 

 Stand up, stand up for Jesus! 
The fight will not be long: 
this day the noise of battle, 
the next the victor's song. 
To everyone who conquers, 
a crown of life shall be; 
we, with the king of glory, 
shall reign eternally. 

      CP 461- Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus  
Text: George Duffield, Jr. (1818-1888); rev. Hymns for Today’s Church. CP 1982 Hope Publishing Co.  

CCLI Copyright Licence #11469691.  CCLI Streaming Licence #21657598. 

Dismissal 
Celebrant: Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
All:   Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude:     Chaconne in G Minor  
by Louis Couperin (1626 – 1661). CCLI Copyright #11469691. CCLI Streaming Licence #21657598. 

 
All hymn texts reproduced with permission under CCLI #11469691. 

 

St. Martin’s Anglican Church 
The Rev. Shelly Pollard (she/her/hers), Incumbent 

 
Rector’s Warden:  Rob Mackay 
People’s Warden: David Bevan 
Deputy Wardens: Art Slade & Quita Taylor 
Parish Administrator: Darlene Campbell 
Music Director: Dr Alexandra Weiss   
Sunday School Leader: Janis Lynch 
Youth Leader: Natasha Baird 

 
1203 St. Martin’s Drive, Pickering, Ontario L1W 1M9 

905-839-4257 office@stmartinsanglican.ca www.stmartinsanglican.ca 
 

 

mailto:office@stmartinsanglican.ca


 

16 
 

St. Martin’s Weekly Announcements – 2026 
*New Announcement 

 

Sunday School - Sunday School is every Sunday during the 10:00 AM service. All are welcome!  
 

Pastoral Visits 
If you would like a pastoral visit for yourself or a loved one, please contact the church office to arrange one. 
The office number is 905-839-4257 office@stmartinsanglican.ca.  
 

Mid-Week Service on Summer Break  
Our mid-week service is on summer break. It will resume on Wednesday September 16th at 10:30am.  
 

Rev Shelly on Vacation 
Rev Shelly will be on summer vacation from July 29th to August 22nd. Please contact the office with any 
pastoral concerns or emergencies. The office number is 905 839-4257. 
 

Mapping the Ground We Stand On Workshop 
Date: Sunday, September 20th 
Time: 12:00 PM 
Location: St. Martin’s Anglican Church, Pickering 
 

The Outreach Committee warmly invites you to participate in the “Mapping the Ground We Stand On” 
workshop, facilitated by Alongside Hope and Indigenous witnesses. This unique experience encourages both 
Indigenous and settler participants to engage with a large floor map of Canada, allowing for a deep reflection 
on ancestral stories and historical relationships. 
 

This workshop serves as an opportunity for learning, reflection, and reconciliation. A luncheon will be provided 
to enhance our gathering and discussions. 
 

Important Details: 
• The workshop will last for three hours. 
• Registration is required, and space is limited to 40 participants from St. Martin’s. Please register on the 

sign-up sheet on the Welcome Desk by July 19 to assist us in planning the event.  
• Guests from the community will also be attending. 

Join us for this meaningful journey of exploration and understanding. Please speak to Lee or Denise if you have 
any questions. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
 

 HOLLY BAZAAR   

SAVE THE DATE & LOOKING AHEAD! 
We know it's summer, but the St. Martin's elves are already busy planning for our 2026 Holly Bazaar, which 
will take place on Saturday, November 14, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 

Granny's Attic: 
Granny's Attic will be returning again this year! If you are decluttering, downsizing, or simplifying your 
possessions, please consider donating items to this popular and successful feature of the Bazaar. Most 
household items are welcome; however, we cannot accept clothing, books, or videotapes. 
 

We are also looking for gently used baskets and like-new items that can be used to create our very popular gift 
baskets for sale at the Bazaar. 
 

mailto:office@stmartinsanglican.ca
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We plan to begin accepting donations in September. If possible, please hold onto your items until then. Details 
regarding donation drop-off times and locations will be announced closer to the date. 
 

Bottle Boutique: 
Over the summer, please consider picking up non-perishable items for the Bottle Boutique. This popular game 
is always a great fundraiser, with items often running out well before the end of the Bazaar. 
 

This summer, we would like to focus on non-wine items such as condiments (ketchup, mustard, vinegar, relish, 
BBQ sauce, oils, etc.). Please check best-before dates to ensure items will remain fresh well into 2027. 
 

Other suitable donations include liquid hand soap, dish soap, carbonated beverages, flavoured water, nail 
polish remover, shaving cream, and similar items. 
 

In the fall, we will make a special appeal for higher-value items, including wine. 
 

A collection box will be placed beside the Food Bank wagon throughout the summer for your donations. 
Thank you for helping make the 2026 Holly Bazaar a wonderful success! 
 

For more information contact Denise F or Lee L. 
 

Donations for St. Paul on-the-Hill Community Food Bank - The Outreach Committee is asking for your help in 
filling the red wagon with your donations for the food bank. An Outreach volunteer will take the donations to 
St. Paul on-the-Hill.  Grocery gift cards are always greatly appreciated.  For a comprehensive list, please visit 
this link to St. Paul’s-on-the-Hill Food Bank. 
 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE ROAD TRIP – Yes, Virginia, There Is a Santa Claus  
 

The Social Committee is coordinating a road trip to see Yes, Virginia, There Is a Santa Claus, directed by Fr.  
Richard, at Scarborough Village Theatre on Saturday, December 19, 2026, at 2:00 p.m.  
Based on the famous 1897 editorial from The New York Sun, Yes, Virginia, There Is a Santa Claus tells the story 
of eight-year-old Virginia O'Hanlon. Distressed by friends who insist that Santa Claus is not real, Virginia writes 
to the newspaper seeking the truth. Her letter prompts editor Francis Church to write a timeless response 
about love, faith, hope, and generosity.  
 

To receive the group rate of $22 per person, we must provide the theatre with our attendance numbers 
by August 1. Payment should be given to Denise or Lee no later than August 30. If you require 
accessible seating, please let us know on the sign-up sheet.  
 

We are also planning a group dinner at a local restaurant following the performance. If you would like to join 
us for dinner, please indicate your interest when adding your name to the ticket sign-up sheet located on the 
Welcome Desk.  
Participants will be responsible for their own transportation to and from the theatre. We hope that those who 
are able may consider offering rides to anyone who would otherwise have difficulty attending.  
 

For more information, please contact Lee or Denise.  
 

St. Martin’s Anglican Church 
The Rev. Shelly Pollard (she/her/hers), Incumbent 

 

Rector’s Warden:  Rob Mackay     Parish Administrator: Darlene Campbell 
People’s Warden: David Bevan     Music Director: Dr Alexandra Weiss 
Deputy Wardens: Art Slade & Quita Taylor   Sunday School Leader: Janis Lynch 

https://www.stpaulsonthehillfoodbank.ca/
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Youth Leader: Natasha Baird 
1203 St. Martin’s Drive, Pickering, Ontario L1W 1M9 

905-839-4257 office@stmartinsanglican.ca www.stmartinsanglican.ca 
 

mailto:office@stmartinsanglican.ca

