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The Presentation of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Temple
Candlemas

Welcome Team: Darlene & Tom, Elaine W Chalice Bearers: Rob M, Anne D

It is a great privilege to gather, share stories of faith and worship God on this beautiful
territory, which we now know as Pickering, but which has been the site of human activity —
and therefore storytelling and worship — for many thousands of years. We wish to honour the
ancestral guardians of this land and its waterways: the Wendat, the Anishinabek Nation, the
Haudenosaunee Confederacy, the Mississaugas of Scugog, Hiawatha and Alderville First
Nations. The treaties that were signed for this particular parcel of land are collectively
referred to as the Williams Treaties of 1923. Today many Indigenous peoples, including the
Métis Nation, continue to call this land home and act as its stewards, and this responsibility
extends to all peoples, to share and care for this land for generations to come.

Celebrant: The Reverend Shelly Pollard

Prelude: You Are My Hiding Place.

Words & Music by Michael Ledner. Arranged by Mark Hayes. CCLI #11469691. CCLI Streaming Licence #21657598.

Sentence: Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven.
Matthew 5.12

Opening Hymn: # 397 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness

Praise the one who breaks the darkness
with a liberating light.

Praise the one who frees the prisoners,
turning blindness into sight.

Praise the one who preached the gospel,
healing every dread disease,

calming storms and feeding thousands
with the very bread of peace.



Celebrant:

All:

Celebrant:

Praise the one who blessed the children
with a strong yet gentle word.

Praise the one who drove out demons
with a piercing two-edged sword.

Praise the one who brings cool water

to the desert’s burning sand.

From this well comes living water,
guenching thirst in every land.

Praise the one true love incarnate:
Christ who suffered in our place.
Jesus died and rose for many

that we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness,
seeing what our God has done.
Praise the one redeeming glory,
praise the One who makes us one.

CP 397-Praise the One Who Breaks. Text: Rusty Edwards (1955-). © 1987 Hope Publishing Co.
Music: A Repository of Sacred Music: Part Second., Harrisburg, 1813.
CCLI Copyright Licence 11469691. CCLI Streaming Licence 21657598.

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.

Beloved in Christ, forty days ago we celebrated the birth of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Now we recall the day he was presented in the
Temple, when he was offered to the Father, and revealed as the
salvation prepared by God before the face of all peoples. In their
old age, Simeon and Anna recognized him as the promised One, a
light to lighten the gentiles, and the glory of his people, Israel. On
this day, we join our voices with their praise and testimony, that
we may be heralds of his promise and reflect his light to the world



Celebrant:
All:

Celebrant:

All:

Celebrant:
All:

Celebrant:
All:

Celebrant:
All:

The Collect
Celebrant:

All:

First Reading

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, O God, source and spring of everlasting light. You
make our darkness bright as the noonday, for with you is the well
of life, and in your light we see light. Pour into the hearts of your
faithful people the brilliance of your eternal splendor, that we,
who by these kindling flames illumine this temple to his glory,
may shine with his radiance, dispelling the darkness of injustice
with the light of his righteousness, and so be counted worthy to
stand before you in that eternal city where you live and reign,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Amen

We wait for your loving-kindness, O God,
In the midst of your temple.

Open to us the gates of righteousness,
That we may enter and give thanks to the Lord.

The Lord is our light and our salvation.

Alleluia! O, come, let us worship.
Adapted from the Diocese of Algoma.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, for you have sent us your
salvation. Inspire us by your Holy Spirit to recognize him who is
the glory of Israel and the light for all nations, your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

MALACHI 3:1-4 Reader: Joe M

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF MALACHI

See, | am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant
in whom you delight indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can



endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a
refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and
he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until
they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.

Reader:
All:

PSALM 84

Celebrant:

All:

Celebrant:

All:

Celebrant:

All:

Celebrant:
All:

Celebrant:

All:

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! My soul has a
desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my
flesh rejoice in the living God.

The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow a nest
where she may lay her young; by the side of your altars, O Lord
of hosts, my King and my God.

Happy are they who dwell in your house! they will always be
praising you.

Happy are the people whose strength is in you! whose hearts are
set on the pilgrims' way.

Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of
springs, for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
They will climb from height to height, and the God of gods will
reveal himself in Zion.

Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; hearken, O God of Jacob.
Behold our defender, O God; and look upon the face of your
Anointed.

For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own
room, and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God than
to dwell in the tents of the wicked.

For the Lord God is both sun and shield; he will give grace and

glory;



Celebrant: No good thing will the Lord withhold from those who walk with

integrity.
All: O Lord of hosts, happy are they who put their trust in you!
Celebrant: God of pilgrims, teach us to recognize your dwelling-place in the

love, generosity, and support of those with whom we share our
journey, and help us to worship you in our response to those who
need our care; for all the world is your temple and every human
heart is a sign of your presence, made know to us in Jesus Christ

our Lord.
All: Amen.
Second Reading HEBREWS 2:14-18 Reader: Alison S

A READING FROM THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS

Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the
same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power
of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by
the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the
descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters
in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the
service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people.
Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who
are being tested.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Please stand in body or in spirit for the Gospel
Gospel Acclamation: Halle, Halle, Hallelujah! Sing A New Creation

Halle, halle, halle - lujah!
Halle, halle, halle - lujah!
Halle, halle, halle - lujah!

HaIIeIujah! HaIIeIujah! Sing A New Creation 192
Music: Melody Caribbean trad.; arr John L. Bell, 1990
Arr.© 1190 WGRG c/o lona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. CCLI Licence #11469691.
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Gospel Reading LUKE 2:22-40

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke.
All: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law
of the Lord, "Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), and
they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of
turtledoves or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose
name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's
Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the
law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, "Master, now you are
dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen
your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel." And the child's
father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling
and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the
inner thoughts of many will be revealed - and a sword will pierce your own soul
too." There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her
marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but
worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she
came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were
looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had finished everything
required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of
Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of
God was upon him.



Celebrant: The Gospel of Christ.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel Acclamation: Halle, Halle, Hallelujah! Sing A New Creation
Halle, halle, halle - lujah!
Halle, halle, halle - lujah!
Halle, halle, halle - lujah!

HaIIeIujah! HaIIeIujah! Sing A New Creation 192
Music: Melody Caribbean trad.; arr John L. Bell, 1990
Arr.© 1190 WGRG c/o lona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. CCLI Licence #11469691

Homily: The Rev Shelly Pollard
Moment of Silent Reflection

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

Celebrant: Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,

All : | believe in God,
the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,



and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People Intercessor: Sharon J

Confession & Absolution
Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ,
God is steadfast in love
and infinite in mercy;
he welcomes sinners
and invites us to his table.
Let us confess our sins,
confident in God’s forgiveness.

Moment of Silence

Celebrant: Most merciful God,
All: we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us, that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.



Celebrant:
All:

THE PEACE

Please stand in body or in spirit

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.

Offertory Hymn: # 528 O God, Our Help in Ages Past

O God, our help in ages past,

our hope for years to come,

our shelter from the stormy blast,
and our eternal home:

under the shadow of thy throne
thy saints have dwelt secure;
sufficient is thine arm alone,
and our defence is sure.

Before the hills in order stood,
or earth received its frame,
from ever lasting thou art God,
to endless years the same.

A thousand ages in thy sight

are like an evening gone,

short as the watch that ends the night
before the rising sun.

Time like an ever-rolling stream
bears all our years away;

they fly forgotten, as a dream
dies at the opening day.

O God, our help in ages past,

and hope for years to come,

be thou our guard while troubles last,
and our eternal home.

CP 528-0 God, Our Help in Ages Past
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Text: Ps.90 para. Isaac Watts (1674-1748),alt.
Music: William Croft (1678-1727) desc. Alan Gray(1855-1935). Desc.© Cambridge University Press.
CCLI Licence #11469691. CCLI Streaming Licence21657598.

Prayer over the Gifts Please stand in body or in spirit

Celebrant:

All:

Almighty God,

accept the joyful offering of your Church,

and grant that your Son may shine in us

as the light that lightens every nation.

We ask this in the name of the same Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST

Eucharistic Prayer 3

Celebrant:
All:

Celebrant:
All:

Celebrant:

Celebrant:

Sanctus
All:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth,
because in the mystery of the Word made flesh you have caused a
new light to shine in our hearts, to give knowledge of salvation in
the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Now with angels and
archangels and the whole company of heaven, we lift our voices
to proclaim the glory of your name.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the
highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest, Hosanna in the highest.

10



Celebrant:

All:

Celebrant:

CP 732 Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord. Music: Community Mass, Richard Proulx (1937-). ©1971, 1977
G.I.A. Publications, Inc.CCLI Licence #11469691.

We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love
you have made known to us in creation; in calling Israel to be your
people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all
in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son.

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. In him, you
have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before
you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin
into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, a death
he freely accepted, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:

this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it,

do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, Father, according to his command,
we remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await
his coming in glory;

and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord
of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this
wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon
these gifts, that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ
and his blood of the new covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, may be sanctified by
the Holy Spirit.

11



All:

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make
them new, and bring us to that city of light where you dwell with
all your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation;
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and
for ever.

Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (Sung)

Celebrant: As our Saviour taught us, let us pray and sing,

All: Our Father in heaven hallowed be thy name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom and the power and the glory are
yours, now and forever. Amen, amen, amen.

Text: BAS page 211. Music: Sibbick arr. Lambert.

Moment of Silence

Breaking of the Bread BAS 6

Celebrant: We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world.

All: God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and
life.

THE COMMUNION
Agnus Dei
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; have mercy

on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; have mercy
on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; grant us

peace, gra nt us peace. CP 745 Lamb of God.
Music: Becket Gerald Senchur (1946- ).
©1992 G.I.A. Publications, Inc. CCLI Licence #11469691
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Celebrant:
All:

Prayer for Spiritual Communion (for those who choose not to receive Communion,

Thanks be to God.

or are following the service online)

Celebrant:

All:

Communion Hymn:

The gifts of God for the People of God.

Those wishing to do so may make their spiritual communion by
joining in this prayer with me now:

My Jesus, | believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. | love
you above all things, and | long for you in my soul. Since | cannot

now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart.
As though you have already come, | embrace you, and unite
myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from

you. Amen.

Take my life, and let it be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;

take my moments and my days,
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my hands, and let them move
at the impulse of thy love;

take my feet, and let them be
swift and purposeful for thee.

Take my lips, and let them be
filled with messages from thee;
take my intellect, and use

every power as thou shalt choose.

Take my will, and make it thine;
it shall be no longer mine;

take my heart, it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.

Take my love: my Lord, | pour

# 435 Take My Life and Let It Be
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at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and | will be
ever only, all for thee.

CP 435 Take My Life and Let It Be

Text: Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879).

Music: Composer unknown.

CCLI Copyright Licence # 11469691. CCLI Streaming Licence # 21657598.

Anthem: Hymn to Freedom

Music by Oscar Peterson. Arr. by Paul Read. Lyrics by Harriette Hamilton. C 1989.
CCLI Copyright Licence # 11469691. CCLI Streaming Licence # 21657598.

Prayer after Communion Please stand in body or in spirit

Celebrant:

All:

God for whom we wait,

you fulfilled the hope of Simeon,

who did not die till he had welcomed the Messiah.
Complete in us your perfect will,

that we in Christ may share in your eternal kingdom;
for he is Lord for ever and ever.

Amen.

Doxology & Blessing

Celebrant:
All:

Celebrant:

All:

Glory to God,

whose power, working in us,

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.

Glory to God from generation to generation,

in the Church and in Christ Jesus, For ever and ever. Amen.

The peace of God which passes all understanding
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge
and love of God and of his Son,

Jesus Christ the Lord.

And the blessing of God Almighty,

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
remain with you and the ones you love
now and forevermore.

Amen.
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Announcements
Closing Hymn: # 645 Come Down, O Love Divine

Come down, O Love divine;

seek thou this soul of mine,

and visit it with thine own ardour glowing;
O Comforter, draw near,

within my heart appear,

and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.

O let it freely burn,

till earthly passions turn

to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;

and let thy glorious light

shine ever on my sight,

and clothe me round, the while my path illuming.

Let holy charity

mine outward vesture be

and lowliness become mine inner clothing —

true lowliness of heart,

which takes the humbler part,

and o'er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing.

And so the yearning strong,

with which the soul will long,

shall far outpass the power of human telling;
for non can guess its grace

till they become the place

wherein the Holy Spirit finds a dwelling.

CP 645 Come Down, O Love Divine.

Text: Bianco da Siena (13507?-14347); tr. Richard Fredrick Littledale (1833-1890), alt.
Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958), © Oxford University Press.

CCLI Copyright Licence #11469691. CCLI Streaming Licence #21657598.
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Dismissal

Celebrant: Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
All: Thanks be to God.
Postlude: How Majestic Is Your Name

Words & music by Michael W. Smith. arr. by Mark Hayes. CCLI #11469691. CCLI Streaming Licence #21657598.

All hymn texts reproduced with permission under CCLI #11469691
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*New Announcement

Sunday School - Sunday School is every Sunday during the 10:00 AM service. All are welcome!

Mid-Week Service
Join us for our BCP mid-week service Wednesdays at 10:30am. Refreshments will follow. All are welcome.
Friendly reminder, Rev Shelly's day off is every Friday.

Vestry
Vestry will be on February 22, 2026. A light lunch will be provided.

Please Join Us for A Very Special Event

Gather Your Legacy — Turning Your Legacy into a Lasting Gift
Date and time: Thursday, February 5, 2026, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Location: St. Martin’s Bay Ridges 1203 St. Martins Drive, Pickering, Ontario L1W 1L4
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Join us for an enlightening afternoon at St. Martin’s Bay Ridges, as we delve into the importance of
estate planning and legacy giving from a biblical perspective. Hosted by Reverend Shelly Pollard,
with a special appearance by Bishop Riscylla Shaw, this seminar will provide valuable insights and
information on how you can leave a lasting impact through your legacy. Light refreshments will be
provided.
What we will cover:

e Reverend Shelly Pollard will give an overview of the afternoon’s program

e Bishop Riscylla Shaw will discuss the importance of legacy giving from a biblical perspective

e Legacy giving options that can make a difference

e The Anglican Diocese of Toronto Foundation’s impact on the community

e Anintroduction to our free tool for the creation of your Will

e Question and Answer Session - your questions answered

Gather Your Legacy is a Free Event - Space is Limited to the First 50 Registrants
Please RSVP to office@stmartinsanglican.ca or adtf@toronto.anglican.ca

By January 29th to reserve your seat. We look forward to seeing you there!

*SOCIAL JUSTICE VESTRY MOTION AND INFORMATION SESSION

The St. Martin’s Social Justice group will be putting forward the 2026 Diocesan Social Justice Vestry Motion at
Vestry Recommitting to “protect, sustain, and renew the life of the earth.” We pledge to honour our baptismal
commitment to “safeguard the integrity of God’s creation” and urge the Government of Canada to honour its
commitments to the Paris Accord, 2015: to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 40-45% below 2005
levels by 2030 and to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050. More information can be found on the Vestry
Motion document which will be available on the Welcome Desk on Sunday, February 1 or online at this

link https://www.toronto.anglican.ca/diocesan-life/social-justice-advocacy/social-justice-vestry-
motion/?lang=en

Our team will be hosting an information session on Sunday, February 1 after the 10am service to give
everyone a chance to ask questions and chat more about this important motion. There will be extra treats
so please plan to attend!

Faith in the Coffee Shop - Book Club

The Social Justice Committee invites you to our peer-led book club! We will gather on February 9 at 7 PM, at
the Tim Hortons located at the corner of Liverpool and Bayly. The next meeting dates will be announced soon.

We will be discussing the book *52 Ways to Reconcile: How to Walk with Indigenous People on the Path to
Healing™* by David A. Robertson. You can find the book at local libraries or purchase it through Amazon, Indigo,
or please check out your favourite independent bookstore for availability.

Everyone is welcome to join us for a thoughtful and engaging discussion. We look forward to seeing you there!
For more information, please speak to Denise F
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*Messy Church Save the dates! Our upcoming Messy Church dates are:

Sat January 31, 2026 10am-11:30am
Sat March 7, 2026 10am-11:30am
Sat April 18,2026 10am-11:30am
Sat May 30, 2026 10am-11:30am

Come for a morning of fun for the whole family! This is an alternative service for busy families. A
fun morning for the whole family. Crafts, games, stories, music and snacks!

Donations for St. Paul on-the-Hill Community Food Bank - The Outreach Committee is asking for your help in
filling the red wagon with your donations for the food bank. An Outreach volunteer will take the donations to
St. Paul on-the-Hill. Grocery gift cards are always greatly appreciated. For a comprehensive list, please visit
this link to St. Paul’s-on-the-Hill Food Bank.
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