St. Martin’s Anglican Church
December 14th, 2025

10:00 AM

Third Sunday of Advent

Welcome Team: Ellen C, John L Chalice Bearers: Gail H, Michelle L

It is a great privilege to gather, share stories of faith and worship God on this beautiful
territory, which we now know as Pickering, but which has been the site of human activity —
and therefore storytelling and worship — for many thousands of years. We wish to honour the
ancestral guardians of this land and its waterways: the Wendat, the Anishinabek Nation, the
Haudenosaunee Confederacy, the Mississaugas of Scugog, Hiawatha and Alderville First
Nations. The treaties that were signed for this particular parcel of land are collectively
referred to as the Williams Treaties of 1923. Today many Indigenous peoples, including the
Métis Nation, continue to call this land home and act as its stewards, and this responsibility
extends to all peoples, to share and care for this land for generations to come.

Celebrant: The Reverend Shelly Pollard
Prelude: What Child Is This?

Words by William C. Dix. 16th Century English Melody. Arranged by Jim Hammerly.
CCLI #11469691. CCLI Streaming Licence 21657598.

Sentence: The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has
anointed me to bring good tidings to the afflicted.

Isaiah 61.1
Opening Hymn: 362 Tell Out, My Soul

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice;
tender to me the promise of his word;

in God my Savior shall my heart rejoice.

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name!

Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;
his mercy sure, from age to age the same;

his holy name - the Lord, the Mighty One.



Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might!
Powers and dominions lay their glory by.

proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high.

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word!
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
to children's children and forevermore!
CP 362-Tell Out, My Soul.
Text: Song of Mary (Luke 1:46-56); para. Timothy Dudley-Smith(1926-).
Para. © 1962, renewal 1990 Hope Publishing Co.

Music: Walter Greatorex (1877-1949); desc. David lliff (1939-); altern. Harm. Derek Holman (1931-)C©.
Melody and harm. © Oxford University Press. Desc. © 1982 Hope Publishing Co.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath

Celebrant: People of God: return! You are called to be God’s own. From the
mountains announce the good news. God comes in justice and
peace, to all who follow his ways. You are God’s children.

All: Lord, make us one in the peace of Christ today and for ever.
Amen.

https.//www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-
year/times-and-seasons/advent#mmm18.

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY

Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.

All: And also with you.
Celebrant: Almighty God,
All: to you all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from you no secrets are hidden.
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,



that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

707 Trisagion

Holy God,

holy and mighty,
holy immortal one,
have mercy upon us.

Holy God,

holy and mighty,
holy immortal one,
have mercy upon us.

Holy God,
holy and mighty,
holy immortal one,
have mercy upon us.
Music; The Divine Liturgy. © 1977, 1982 St. Vladmir’s Seminary Press. Adapt. Brigid Coult (1952-) ©.
CCLI #11469691. CCLI Streaming Licence 21657598.
The Collect
Celebrant: God of power and mercy,
you call us once again
to celebrate the coming of your Son.
Remove those things which hinder love of you,
that when he comes,
he may find us waiting in awe and wonder
for him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

First Reading  ISAIAH 35:1-10 Reader: David Bo

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ISAIAH
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
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like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The
glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall
see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and
make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, "Be strong, do
not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible
recompense. He will come and save you." Then the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the
wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and
the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be
called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God's
people; no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall
any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the
redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come
to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy
and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Canticle Luke 1.46-55 The Song of Mary

Celebrant: My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in
God my Saviour; for he has looked with favour on his lowly
servant.

All: From this day all generations will call me blessed: the Almighty

has done great things for me, and holy is his name.

Celebrant: He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation.

All: He has shown the strength of his arm, he has scattered the
proud in their conceit.

Celebrant: He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up
the lowly.



All: He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has
sent away empty.

Celebrant: He has come to the help of his servant Israel, for he has
remembered his promise of mercy, the promise he made to our
fathers, to Abraham and his children for ever.

All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Copyright © 1965 by Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
CCLI #11469691. CCLI Streaming Licence 21657598.

Second Reading JAMES 5:7-10 Reader: Pat M

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF JAMES

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for
the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early
and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the
coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that
you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of
suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the
Lord.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Please stand in body or in spirit for the Gospel
Gospel Acclamation: Halle, Halle, Hallelujah! Sing A New Creation

Halle, halle, halle - lujah!
Halle, halle, halle - lujah!
Halle, halle, halle - lujah!

HaIIeIujah! HaIIeIujah! Sing A New Creation 192

Music: Melody Caribbean trad.; arr John L. Bell, 1990
Arr.© 1190 WGRG c/o lona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. CCLI Licence #11469691



Gospel Reading MATTHEW 11:2-11

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew.
All: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his
disciples and said to him, "Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for
another?" Jesus answered them, "Go and tell John what you hear and see: the
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is
anyone who takes no offence at me." As they went away, Jesus began to speak to
the crowds about John: "What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A
reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in
soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the
one about whom it is written, 'See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you, who
will prepare your way before you.' Truly | tell you, among those born of women no
one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of
heaven is greater than he."

Celebrant: The Gospel of Christ.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Homily: The Rev Richard Newland

Moment of Silent Reflection

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

Please stand in body or in spirit

Celebrant: Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,

All : | believe in God,
the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.



| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People Intercessor: Peter D

Confession & Absolution
Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ,
God is steadfast in love
and infinite in mercy;
he welcomes sinners
and invites us to his table.
Let us confess our sins,
confident in God’s forgiveness.

Moment of Silence
Celebrant: Most merciful God,
All: we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.



For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us, that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your name. Amen.

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.
THE PEACE
Please stand in body or in spirit
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All: And also with you.
Offertory Hymn: 88 Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus

Come, thou long-expected Jesus.
born to set thy people free;

from our fears and sins release us;
let us find our rest in thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation,

joy of every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver;
born a child and yet a King;
born to reign in us forever:
now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal Spirit,
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all-sufficient merit,
raise us to thy glorious throne.



CP 88-Come Thou Long Expected Jesus.

Text: Charles Wesley (1707-1788).

Music: Melody Psalmodia Sacra, Gotha, 1715 ; harm. William Henry Havergal (1793-
1870), alt.; desc. © 1983 Hope Publishing Co.

CCLlI Licence #11469691. CCLI Streaming Licence21657598.

Prayer over the Gifts Please stand in body or in spirit

Celebrant:

All:

God of hope,

renew in us the joy of your salvation
and make us a living sacrifice to you,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST

Eucharistic Prayer 5

Celebrant:
All:
Celebrant:
All:
Celebrant:
All:

Celebrant:

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks and praise, almighty God,
for the gift of a world full of wonder,

and for our life which comes from you.

By your power you sustain the universe.

You created us to love you with all our heart,
and to love each other as ourselves,
but we rebel against you by the evil that we do.

In Jesus, your Son,

you bring healing to our world

and gather us into one great family.
Therefore, with all who serve you
on earth and in heaven,



All:

Celebrant:

we praise your wonderful name, as we sing

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 735
God of power and might,

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full,

full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest,

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,

hosanna in the highest,
Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schbert (1797-1828);

arr.Richard Proulx (1937-). Arr © 1985, 1989 G.I.A. Publications,
Inc.CCLI Licence #11469691 CCLI Streaming Licence21657598.
We give you thanks and praise, loving God,
because in sending Jesus, your Son, to us
you showed us how much you love us.
He cares for the poor and the hungry.
He suffers with the sick and the rejected.

Betrayed and forsaken, he did not strike back
but overcame hatred with love.

On the cross

he defeated the power of sin and death.

By raising him from the dead

you show us the power of your love

to bring new life to all your people.

On the night before he gave up his life for us,
Jesus, at supper with his friends,

took bread, gave thanks to you,

broke it, and gave it to them,

saying, “Take this, all of you, and eat it:

this is my body which is given for you.”
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All:

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine,
said the blessing, gave it to his friends,

and said, “Drink this, all of you:

this is the cup of my blood,

the blood of the new and eternal covenant,
which is shed for you and for many,

so that sins may be forgiven.

Do this in memory of me.”

Gracious God,

with this bread and wine

we celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus,
and we offer ourselves to you in him.

Send your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts,
that we may know the presence of Jesus

in the breaking of bread, and share in the life
of the family of your children.

Father, you call us to be your servants;
fill us with the courage and love of Jesus,
that all the world may gather in joy

at the table of your kingdom.

We sing your praise, almighty Father,

through Jesus, our Lord, in the power of the Holy Spirit, now and

for ever.

People Glory to you for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (Sung)

Celebrant:
All:

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray and sing,

Our Father in heaven hallowed be thy name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us



from evil. For the kingdom and the power and the glory are

yours, now and forever. Amen, amen, amen.
Text: BAS page 211. Music: Sibbick arr. Lambert.

Moment of Silence

Breaking of the Bread BAS 5

Celebrant: God of Promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom.

All: Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb.
THE COMMUNION

Agnus Dei 747

All: Jesus, Lamb of God,

have mercy on us.

Jesus, bearer of our sins,

have mercy on us.

Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world,
give us your peace, give us your peace.

CP 747Jesus, Lamb of God.
At the Breaking of the Bread Music For the Eucharist. Publications, Inc. CCLI Licence #11469691.

Celebrant: The gifts of God for the People of God.
All: Thanks be to God.

Prayer for Spiritual Communion (for those who choose not to receive Communion,
or are following the service online)

Celebrant: Those wishing to do so may make their spiritual communion by
joining in this prayer with me now:
All: My Jesus, | believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. | love

you above all things, and | long for you in my soul. Since | cannot
now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart.
As though you have already come, | embrace you, and unite
myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from
you. Amen.
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Communion Hymn: VU 47 Still, Still, Still

Still, still, still: the night is calm and still.
The Christchild in his crib lies sleeping,
angels round him watch are keeping.
Still, still, still: the night is calm and still.

Sleep, sleep, sleep: sweet Jesus, softly sleep,
while Mary sings and gently holds you,
safely in her arms enfolds you.

Sleep, sleep, sleep: sweet Jesus softly sleep.
Joy, joy, joy; glad tidings of great joy!

For through God's holy incarnation

Christ is born for our salvation.

Joy, joy, joy; glad tidings of great joy!

VU. CCLI Copyright Licence 11469691. CCLI Streaming Licence 21657598.

Anthem: 122 In the Bleak Midwinter

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
in the bleak midwinter, long ago.

Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain;
heaven and earth shall flee away

when he comes to reign.

In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed

the Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ.

Angels and archangels may have gathered there;
cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;
but his mother only in her maiden bliss,
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worshipped the beloved with a kiss.

What can | give him, poor as | am?

If | were a shepherd, | would bring a lamb;
if | were a wise man, | would do my part;
yet what | can; | give him— give my heart.

Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti (1830-1894). CCLI Copyright Licence 11469691. CCLI Streaming Licence 21657598.

Prayer after Communion Please stand in body or in spirit

Celebrant:

All:

Merciful God,

may this eucharist free us from our sins,

fill us with unending joy,

and prepare us for the birthday of our Saviour.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ,

who is Lord now and for ever.

Amen.

Doxology & Blessing

Celebrant:
All:

Celebrant:

All:

Glory to God,

whose power, working in us,

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.

Glory to God from generation to generation,

in the Church and in Christ Jesus, For ever and ever. Amen.

The peace of God which passes all understanding
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge
and love of God and of his Son,

Jesus Christ the Lord.

And the blessing of God Almighty,

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
remain with you and the ones you love
now and forevermore.

Amen.
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Announcements

Closing Hymn: 91 People, Look East! The Time Is Near

People, look east! The time is near

of the crowning of the year.

Make your house fair as you are able,

trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east and sing today:
Love, the guest, is on the way.

Furrows, be glad! Though earth is bare,

one more seed is planted there:

give up your strength the seed to nourish,

that in course the flower may flourish.
People, look east and sing today:
Love, the rose, is on the way.

Birds, though you long have ceased to build,
guard the nest that must be filled;
even the hour when wings are frozen
God for fledging time has chosen.
People, look east and sing today:
Love, the bird, is on the way.

Stars, keep the watch: When night is dim

one more light the bowl shall brim,

shining beyond the frosty weather,

bright as sun and moon together.
People, look east and sing today:
Love, the star, is on the way.

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth
Christ who brings new life to earth.
Set every peak and valley humming
with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east and sing today:



Love, the Lord, is on the way.

CP-91 People, Look East! The Time Is Near

Text: Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965). © David Higham Associates Ltd.

Music: Melody French trad.; harm.Martin Shawn(1875-1958), alt. Harm. © Oxford University Press. CCLI Licence #11469691. CCLI
Streaming Licence 21657598.

Dismissal

Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Postlude: Noel Nouvelet trad.

French arr. Nikki lles. CCLI #11469691. CCLI Streaming Licence 21657598.

All hymn texts reproduced with permission under CCLI #11469691

St. Martin’s Anglican Church
The Rev. Shelly Pollard (she/her/hers), Incumbent

Honorary Assistant: The Rev. Richard Newland
Rector’s Warden: Rob Mackay

People’s Warden: David Bevan

Deputy Wardens: Art Slade & Ruth Sutton
Parish Administrator: Darlene Campbell

Music Director: Dr Alexandra Weiss

Sunday School Leader: Janis Lynch

Youth Leader: Natasha Baird

1203 St. Martin’s Drive, Pickering, Ontario LIW 1M9
905-839-4257 office@stmartinsanglican.ca www.stmartinsanglican.ca
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*New Announcement
Sunday School - Sunday School is every Sunday during the 10:00 AM service. All are welcome!

Mid Week BCP Service - Please join us for our BCP mid-week service on Wednesdays at 10:30am.
Refreshments will follow. All are welcome. Friendly reminder, Rev Shelly's day off is every Friday.

Q St. Martin’s Anglican Church, Pickering Q
Advent & Christmas Services & Events

December 13, 2025 Messy Church — 10am - 11:30am
A fun morning for the whole family.
December 14, 2025 Advent 3 — 10am Service
(In person & live streamed)
December 18, 2025 Reflective Compline — 7pm
(On Zoom only)
December 21, 2025 Advent 4, 10am Service
(In person & live streamed)
December 24, 2025 Christmas Eve — 4pm Service
Family Focused Christmas Eve Service (In-person only)
December 24, 2025 Christmas Eve — 7pm Service
Traditional Christmas Eve Service
(In person & live streamed)
December 25, 2025 Christmas Day — 10am Service
(In person & live streamed)
December 28, 2025 Christmas 1 — 10am Service
(In person & live streamed)
January 4, 2026 - Epiphany — 10am Service
(In person & live streamed)
January 17th, 2026 - Play "Bad Auditions By Bad Actors"
Tickets $25 - Contact the church office for tickets.

Christmas Flowers

To celebrate Christmas our Altar Guild decorates the sanctuary with flowers. Please consider making a
donation either “in memory of” someone or to honour those near and dear to your own heart. If you would
like to make a dedication, please speak to Anne D. or contact the church office

at office@stmartinsanglican.ca or 905-839-4257. Envelopes for Christmas flower donations are also available
at the welcome desk. The deadline for dedications is Sunday, December 14, 2025.

*Church Envelope Change

Beginning in 2026 the parish will no longer be issuing Donation Envelope sets to parishioners who are
registered for PAR (Pre Authorized Remittance). Based on this, the envelope numbers of all donors will
change. Those who currently use envelopes will have new numbers in the 200 range. Those registered for PAR
will be assigned numbers in the 500 range. Although they will not have physical envelopes, these numbers
enable proper records to be kept for tax receipt purposes. No action is required on your part.
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If you have any questions, please speak to the Envelope Secretary, Peter Davidson (416-990-0695).

*CHRISTMAS WISH INITIATIVE

The Outreach Committee, Y’s WISH Shelter and Durham Youth Services want to thank everyone who
participated in this year’s Christmas Wish Initiative. The gifts have been delivered and the Christmas season
shines brighter because of your generosity.

Christmas Communion - If you are unable to attend the Christmas in Advent Tea or Christmas Services and
you would like to receive Christmas Communion, please contact the church office before December 15, 2025
and Rev Shelly will make arrangements with you.

CHRISTMAS POTLUCK - Sunday, December 14 ¢ 5:30 PM
Join the Social Committee for our annual Christmas Potluck — an evening filled with delicious food, music,
laughter, and festive fun!

What to Bring:
Please bring your own plates, cups, and cutlery, plus your favourite Entrée OR Side Dish OR Salad and a small
dessert to share.

Drinks provided: Coffee, tea, water, and juice boxes.
After dinner, enjoy trimming the tree, a carol sing-along, and even a visit from Santa!

Bring your friends and family —

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Sign up: Add your name to the sheet at the back of the church,
or contact the church office to be added to the list.

SAVE THE DATE: Sunday, December 21
Plan to stay after the service for warm fellowship and wonderful music as the Social Committee welcomes
Matthew Vilord back to St. Martin’s to perform his deeply moving presentation, “The Christmas Story.”

Following Matthew’s performance, the Viva Choir will lead us in a joyful Christmas sing-along.
A delicious lunch will be provided by Viva after the 10 am service.

If you plan to attend, please add your name to the sign-up sheet on the Greeter’s desk so we can prepare
enough food for everyone.

*Messy Church Save the dates! Our upcoming Messy Church dates are:

Sat December 13th 10am — 11:30am

Sat January 31, 2026 10am-11:30am

Sat March 7, 2026 10am-11:30am

Sat April 18,2026 10am-11:30am

Sat May 30, 2026 10am-11:30am
Come for a morning of fun for the whole family! This is an alternative service for busy families. A
fun morning for the whole family. Crafts, games, stories, music and snacks!

Donations for St. Paul on-the-Hill Community Food Bank - The Outreach Committee is asking for your help in
filling the red wagon with your donations for the food bank. An Qutreach volunteer will take the donations to
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St. Paul on-the-Hill. Grocery gift cards are always greatly appreciated. For a comprehensive list, please visit
this link to St. Paul’s-on-the-Hill Food Bank.

1203 St. Martin’s Drive, Pickering, Ontario L1W 1M9
905-839-4257 office@stmartinsanglican.ca www.stmartinsanglican.ca
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