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St. Martin’s Anglican Church 
November 23rd, 2025 

  10:00 AM 
Last Sunday after Pentecost: The Reign of Christ 

 

Welcome Team: Elaine W, David Be  Chalice Bearers: Sharon J, Michelle L 
 

It is a great privilege to gather, share stories of faith and worship God on this beautiful 
territory, which we now know as Pickering, but which has been the site of human activity – 
and therefore storytelling and worship – for many thousands of years. We wish to honour the 
ancestral guardians of this land and its waterways: the Wendat, the Anishinabek Nation, the 
Haudenosaunee Confederacy, the Mississaugas of Scugog, Hiawatha and Alderville First 
Nations.  The treaties that were signed for this particular parcel of land are collectively 
referred to as the Williams Treaties of 1923. Today many Indigenous peoples, including the 
Métis Nation, continue to call this land home and act as its stewards, and this responsibility 
extends to all peoples, to share and care for this land for generations to come.  
 

Celebrant:  The Reverend Shelly Pollard 
 
Prelude:   Pastorale  

by Domenico Zipoli (1688-1726). CCLI #11469691. CCLI Streaming Licence 21657598. 

 

Sentence:   Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the 
kingdom of our father David that is coming!      

Mark 11.9, 10 
 

Opening Hymn:  378 Crown Him with Many Crowns  
 

  Crown him with many crowns,  
the Lamb upon his throne: 
hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns  
all music but its own! 
Awake, my soul, and sing of him  
who died for thee, 
and hail him as thy matchless King  
through all eternity. 

 

 Crown him the Lord of life,  
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who triumphed o'er the grave, 
and rose victorious in the strife  
for those he came to save. 
His glories now we sing 
who died and rose on high, 
who died eternal life to bring,  
and lives that death may die. 

 

Crown him the Lord of peace, 
whose power a sceptre sways 
from pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
absorbed in prayer and praise. 
His reign shall know no end; 
and round his pierced feet 
fair flowers of paradise extend 
their fragrance ever sweet. 

 

  Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 
rich wounds yet visible above 
in beauty glorified. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 
for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 
throughout eternity. 

 CP 378 Crown Him with Many Crowns. 
Text:  Matthew Bridges ) 1800-1894) and Godfrey Thring (1823-1903), alt. 

Music:  George Job Elvey (1816-1893).   
CCLI Copyright Licence 11469691.  CCLI Streaming Licence 21657598. 

 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Celebrant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
and the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  
be with you all. 

All:   And also with you.  
 

Celebrant:  Almighty God,  
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All: to you all hearts are open,  
all desires known,  
and from you no secrets are hidden.  
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Kyrie Eleison  
Celebrant:  Lord have mercy.  
All:   Christ have mercy.  
Celebrant:          Lord have mercy. 

 

The Collect  
Celebrant: Almighty and everlasting God, 
 whose will it is to restore all things 
 in your well-beloved Son, our Lord and King, 
 grant that the peoples of the earth, 
 now divided and enslaved by sin, 
 may be freed and brought together 
 under his gentle and loving rule; 
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and for ever.  
All: Amen. 

 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 

First Reading JEREMIAH 23:1-6      Reader: Janet B 

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH 
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the 
Lord. Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds 
who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven 
them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your 
evil doings, says the Lord. Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of 
all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and 
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they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds over them who will 
shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any 
be missing, says the Lord. The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will 
raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, 
and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be 
saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: 
"The Lord is our righteousness." 
Reader:   The Word of the Lord.       
All:    Thanks be to God. 
 

CANTICLE 19, BAS (LUKE 1:68-79) 
 

Celebrant: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; he has come to his people 

and set them free. 

All: He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, born of the house of his 
servant David.  

 

Celebrant: Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he would save 
us from our enemies, from the hands of all who hate us. 

All: He promised to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his 
holy covenant. 

 

Celebrant: This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, to set us free 
from the hands of our enemies, free to worship him without fear, 
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life. 

All: You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for 
you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, to give his people 
knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins. 

 

Celebrant:  In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall 
break upon us, to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the 
shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  

All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Second Reading              COLOSSIANS 1:11-20                         Reader: Peter D 
 

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE COLOSSIANS 
May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, 
and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving 
thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints 
in the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into 
the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all 
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers - all things have been created through 
him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the 
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 
through the blood of his cross. 
 

Reader:   The Word of the Lord.      

All:    Thanks be to God. 

Gospel                    Please stand in body or in spirit for the Gospel 
 

Gospel Acclamation: Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!       Sing A New Creation 
 

Halle, halle, halle - lujah! 
 Halle, halle, halle - lujah! 
 Halle, halle, halle - lujah! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah!                          Sing A New Creation 192 
Music: Melody Caribbean trad.; arr John L. Bell, 1990 

Arr.© 1190 WGRG c/o Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. CCLI Licence #11469691 
 

Gospel Reading LUKE 23:33-43 
 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.  
All:   And also with you.  
 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke. 
All:  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
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When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there 
with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, "Father, 
forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing." And they cast lots to 
divide his clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at 
him, saying, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his 
chosen one!" The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 
and saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!" There was also an 
inscription over him, "This is the King of the Jews." One of the criminals who were 
hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are you not the Messiah? Save 
yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God, since 
you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been 
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man 
has done nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into 
your kingdom." He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise." 

 
Celebrant:  The Gospel of Christ.    

All:    Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gospel Acclamation: Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!      Sing A New Creation 
Halle, halle, halle - lujah! 

 Halle, halle, halle - lujah! 
 Halle, halle, halle - lujah! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah!                          Sing A New Creation 192 

Music: Melody Caribbean trad.; arr John L. Bell, 1990 
Arr.© 1190 WGRG c/o Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. CCLI Licence #11469691 

 

Homily:                                    The Rev Richard Newland 
 

Moment of Silent Reflection 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

Celebrant:  Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,  

All :  I believe in God,  
the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People                   Intercessor: Selwyn N 
 

Confession & Absolution 
Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ,  

God is steadfast in love  
and infinite in mercy;  
he welcomes sinners  
and invites us to his table.  
Let us confess our sins,  
confident in God’s forgiveness. 

 

Moment of Silence 
 

Celebrant:  Most merciful God,  
All: we confess that we have sinned against you  

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
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We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us, that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,  
and keep you in eternal life;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All:   Amen.  
THE PEACE  

Please stand in body or in spirit        
Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
All:   And also with you. 
 

Offertory Hymn:   520 The King of Love my Shepherd Is  
 

The King of love my Shepherd is, 
whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am his 
and he is mine forever. 
 

Where streams of living water flow, 
my ransomed soul he leadeth, 
and where the verdant pastures grow, 
with food celestial feedeth. 
 

 Perverse and foolish, oft I strayed, 
but yet in love he sought me, 
and on his shoulder gently laid, 
and home rejoicing brought me. 
 

In death's dark vale I fear no ill 
with thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
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thy cross before to guide me. 
 

Thou spread’st a table in my sight; 
thy unction grace bestoweth; 
and oh, what transport of delight 
from thy pure chalice floweth! 
 

And so through all the length of days, 
thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 
within thy house forever! 

CP 520-The King of Love my Shepherd Is. 
Text:  PS. 23 para.  Henry Williams Baker (1821-1877). 

Music:  John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876); desc David Wilcocks (1919-). 
Desc. @ Oxford University Press. 

CCLI Copyright Licence 11469691.  CCLI Streaming Licence 21657598. 
 

Prayer over the Gifts       Please stand in body or in spirit             
 

Celebrant: Eternal God, 
by your grace you have raised us up 
and enthroned us with Christ in the heavenly realms. 
Receive all we offer you this day, 
and lead us in those good works 
for which you have created us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

All: Amen. 
 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
Eucharistic Prayer 3 
 

Celebrant:   The Lord be with you.  
All:   And also with you.  
 

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.  
All:   We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Celebrant:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

Celebrant: Blessed are you, gracious God,  
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creator of heaven and earth;  
we give you thanks and praise  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
You exalted him as Lord of all creation 
that he might present to you 
an eternal and universal kingdom; 
a kingdom of truth and life,  
a kingdom of holiness and grace,  
a kingdom of justice, love and peace. 
Therefore at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow 
as heaven and earth proclaim the glory of your name.  

Sanctus                   
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 

are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the 
highest. 

 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest, Hosanna in the highest.     

 CP 732 Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord. Music:  Community Mass, Richard Proulx (1937-). ©1971, 1977 
G.I.A. Publications, Inc.CCLI Licence #11469691 

 

Celebrant:  We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love 
you have made known to us in creation; in calling Israel to be your 
people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all 
in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. 
 

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. In him, you 
have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before 
you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin 
into righteousness, out of death into life. 

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, a death 
he freely accepted, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.” 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 
All: we remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await 

his coming in glory; 
 

Celebrant: and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord 
of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this 
wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 
these gifts, that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ 
and his blood of the new covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, may be sanctified by 
the Holy Spirit. 

 

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make 
them new, and bring us to that city of light where you dwell with 
all your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and 
for ever. 

All:   Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (Sung)  
Celebrant:  As our Saviour taught us, let us pray and sing, 
All: Our Father in heaven hallowed be thy name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us  
today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us 
from evil.  For the kingdom and the power and the glory are 
yours, now and forever.  Amen, amen, amen. 

Text: BAS page 211.  Music:  Sibbick arr. Lambert. 

Moment of Silence 
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Breaking of the Bread                                BAS 2   
 

Celebrant:   We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All:  We, being many, are one body, for we all share in the one bread.  

 

THE COMMUNION 
Agnus Dei                           
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; have mercy 

on us.  
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; have mercy 
on us.  
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; grant us 
peace, grant us peace.                                 CP 745 Lamb of God. 

Music:  Becket Gerald Senchur (1946- ).  
©1992 G.I.A. Publications, Inc. CCLI Licence #11469691 

 

Celebrant:  The gifts of God for the People of God. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion (for those who choose not to receive Communion, 
or are following the service online) 
 

Celebrant: Those wishing to do so may make their spiritual communion by 
joining in this prayer with me now: 

All: My Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. I love 
you above all things, and I long for you in my soul. Since I cannot 
now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart. 
As though you have already come, I embrace you, and unite 
myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from 
you. Amen. 

 

Communion Hymn: 184 My Song is Love Unknown 

 My song is love unknown, 
my Savior’s love to me; 
love to the loveless shown, 
that they might lovely be. 
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O who am I,  
that for my sake 
my Lord should take  
frail flesh, and die? 

 He came from his blest throne 
salvation to bestow; 
but all made strange, and none 
the longed-for Christ would know: 
but O my friend,  
my friend indeed, 
who at my need  
his life did spend. 

 Sometimes they strew his way, 
and his sweet praises sing, 
resounding all the day 
hosannas to their King; 
then “Crucify!”  
is all their breath, 
and for his death  
they thirst and cry. 
 

 Why, what has my Lord done? 
What makes this rage and spite? 
He made the lame to run, 
he gave the blind their sight. 
Sweet injuries!  
Yet they at these 
themselves displease,  
and 'gainst him rise. 

 

 They rise, and needs will have 
my dear Lord made away; 
a murderer they save, 
the Prince of Life they slay. 
Yet cheerful he  
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to suffering goes, 
that he his foes  
from thence might free. 

 Here might I stay and sing, 
no story so divine; 
never was love, dear King, 
never was grief like thine! 
This is my friend,  
in whose sweet praise 
I all my days could gladly spend. 

CP 184-My Song is Love Unknown 
Text:  Samuel Crossman (1624?-1683). 

Music:  John N. Ireland (1879-1962). © The John Ireland Trust. 
CCLI Copyright Licence 11469691.  CCLI Streaming Licence 21657598. 

Anthem: United in Christ.  
Words by Nancy Price and Don Besig. Music by Don Besig. 

CCLI Copyright Licence 11469691.  CCLI Streaming Licence 21657598. 
 

Prayer after Communion     Please stand in body or in spirit      
 

Celebrant: Almighty God, 
you have made us a royal priesthood 
in the kingdom of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Make known his victory through us, we pray, 
that all the world may see his light. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

 

All: Amen. 
 

Doxology & Blessing  
Celebrant:  Glory to God,  
All: whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.   
Glory to God from generation to generation,  
in the Church and in Christ Jesus, For ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Celebrant: The peace of God which passes all understanding  
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge  
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and love of God and of his Son,  
Jesus Christ the Lord.  
 

And the blessing of God Almighty,  
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
remain with you and the ones you love  
now and forevermore.  

All:   Amen. 
 

Announcements  
 

Closing Hymn:  451 King of Love, O Christ, We Crown You 
 

  King of love, O Christ, we crown you 
 Lord of thought and Lord of will, 
 each demand of your high challenge 

dedicated to fulfil; 
 we with you by grace co-workers, 
 till, where human foot has trod, 
 peoples, kings dominions, races, 
 own the empire of our God. 
 

  King of life, you have created 
  wheat in golden harvest spread: 
 make your servants strong to serve you 
 by the gift of daily bread. 
 Feed us with your body broken, 
 with your blood outpoured sustain, 
 that our souls divinely strengthened 
 may the life eternal gain. 
 

  King of mercy, you have saved us 
 from the haunting sense of loss, 
 nailing in your vast compassion 
 sin’s indictment to the cross. 
 Those who love, by your sore anguish, 
 from the past you cleanse and free, 
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 breathing words of absolution 
 throned and reigning from the tree. 
 

  King triumphant, King victorious, 
 take your throne our hearts within, 
 lest the might of fierce temptation 
 snare us into deadly sin. 
 By the Spirit’s rich anointing, 
 grant us strength life’s race to run, 
 till the power of sin be vanquished, 
 till the prize of God be won. 
 

CP 451-King of Love, O Christ, We Crown You.  
 Text and Music:  Charles Venn Pilcher (1879-1961), alt.© F.E.V. Pilcher. 

CCLI Licence #11469691. CCLI Streaming Licence 21657598. 

Dismissal 
Celebrant: Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
All:   Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude:    Little Song to the Virgin Mary 
Conzoncina a Maria Vergine from Cinque Pezzi, Op. 113, No. 3.    

CCLI #11469691. CCLI Streaming Licence 21657598 
 
 
 

All hymn texts reproduced with permission under CCLI #11469691 

 

St. Martin’s Anglican Church 
The Rev. Shelly Pollard (she/her/hers), Incumbent 

 

Honorary Assistant: The Rev. Richard Newland 
Rector’s Warden:  Rob Mackay 
People’s Warden: David Bevan 
Deputy Wardens: Art Slade & Ruth Sutton 
Parish Administrator: Darlene Campbell 
Music Director: Dr Alexandra Weiss   
Sunday School Leader: Janis Lynch 
Youth Leader: Natasha Baird 

 

1203 St. Martin’s Drive, Pickering, Ontario L1W 1M9 
905-839-4257 office@stmartinsanglican.ca www.stmartinsanglican.ca 

 

mailto:office@stmartinsanglican.ca
http://www.stmartinsanglican.ca/
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*New Announcement 
 

Sunday School - Sunday School is every Sunday during the 10:00 AM service. All are welcome!  
 

Mid Week BCP Service - Please join us for our BCP mid-week service on Wednesdays at 10:30am. 
Refreshments will follow. All are welcome. Friendly reminder, Rev Shelly's day off is every Friday. 
 
*Film Screening:  This is Home Tuesday, November 25 @2pm 
The Social Justice Committee is honoured to host our friends from DARS at St. Martin’s on Tuesday, 
November 25, at 2 PM for the premiere of the documentary “This is Home” directed by Eric Walker. Eric is the 
son of Darlene Walker, who founded this grassroots initiative and distributed blessing bags and connected 
with individuals experiencing housing insecurity. This group has made remarkable progress!  
 
This impactful film tells the story of the farmhouse they acquired in North Pickering and highlights the lives of 
the people who built it and continue to thrive there. Following the screening, there will be a Q&A session, and 
refreshments will be provided. We hope to see you there!  
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Brother Heinrich’s Christmas  

Coming up on Saturday November 29, the choir presents a special evening of storytelling, featuring John 

Rutters Christmas fable, Brother Heinrich’s Christmas. There will be hymns, special music, the occasional 

video and there will of course be, the joy of being together to celebrate the coming season. The evening will 

be hosted by Richard, with Allan May narrating the John Rutter fable and Gord Ratcliffe on the flute. It 

promises to be something you won’t want to miss. Doors will open at 6:45 pm, with the presentation 

beginning at 7:30 pm. There of course be a cash bar selling beer and wine, with a sweet and savoury buffet at 

the intermission.  

 All seats are reserved. Tickets are $25 for adults and $10 for children 16 and under.  
Contact Lee for tickets. 
 

 CHRISTMAS VENDOR MARKET  

Please join us on Saturday, December 6th from 10am-2pm for our Christmas Vendor Market featuring 24 local 
artisans and small businesses.  
Shop until you drop and help them thrive! There's something for everyone!  
 

                      CHRISTMAS WISH INITIATIVE                        
This Christmas season, the St. Martin’s Outreach Team is excited to collaborate with Durham Youth Services 
(DYS) and Y’s Wish in Oshawa to support youth and vulnerable individuals in our community facing increased 
needs. Our gift tree will support three meaningful initiatives: 
1. Be a Secret Santa to Youth at DYS: Brighten the holidays for a young person in need.  
2. Sponsor a DYS Client: Choose a tag that reflects a specific gift wish from a DYS client.  
3. Support Clients at Y’s Wish: Fulfill essential needs for women and children by selecting a tag for items like 
slippers, socks, makeup, and hair dryers. 
 

Meet our Community Partners 
Durham Youth Services partners with youth to achieve and maintain lasting solutions to their housing crisis.  
Y's Wish provides safe shelter and support for women and children in need.  
 

How to Get Involved 
You can participate by picking a tag (or two!) from our Christmas Wish Tree, located on the bulletin board near 
the accessible washroom. Tags will be available beginning Sunday, November 16. Once you select a tag, please 
shop for the requested gift or gift card, and drop off your purchase—along with a gift receipt and the tag—at 
the church by **Sunday, November 30**.  If shopping is a challenge, consider making a monetary donation to 
support this initiative.  
Let’s come together to spread joy and make this season brighter for those facing housing and other challenges 
in our community! Thank you for your generosity! 

*Messy Church Save the dates! Our upcoming Messy Church dates are:  

 
Sat December 13th 10am – 11:30am 
Come for a morning of fun for the whole family! This is an alternative service for busy 
families. A fun morning for the whole family. Crafts, games, stories, music and snacks! 
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St. Martin’s Holiday Plant Fundraiser  
 

The Fundraising Team is partnering once again with Vandermeer Nursery this Christmas season to offer locally 
grown holiday plants and outdoor evergreen decorations! 
 

Don’t see anything you like or have pets to consider? 
 

Vandermeer Gift Cards are also available — a perfect gift that never expires! 
 

A portion of the proceeds stays with us to support St. Martin’s general operating fund, helping sustain our 
many programs and initiatives. 
 

Order forms and brochures are available on the Greeter’s Table. 
 

Order Deadline: Sunday, November 30 
 

Payment: Cash or cheque (payable to St. Martin’s Church) 
Pick-Up Times: 
 

Saturday, December 13 – 11:30 am to 12:30 pm 
 

Sunday, December 14 – after the 10 am service 
 

Every order makes a difference — thank you for your support! 
Contact: Debbie C or Lee L 
 

* CHRISTMAS POTLUCK  
Sunday, December 14 • 5:30 PM 
 

Join the Social Committee for our annual Christmas Potluck — an evening filled with delicious food, music, 
laughter, and festive fun! 
 

What to Bring: 
Please bring your own plates, cups, and cutlery, plus your favourite Entrée OR Side Dish OR Salad and a small 
dessert to share. 
 

Drinks provided: Coffee, tea, water, and juice boxes. 
 

After dinner, enjoy trimming the tree, a carol sing-along, and even a visit from Santa!  
 

Bring your friends and family — 
ALL ARE WELCOME!  
 Sign up: Add your name to the sheet at the back of the church, 
or contact the church office to be added to the list. 
 

*2026 Church Calendars – The 2026 Church Calendars are available and are at the back of the church. The 

cost this is $8.00. 
 
 

Donations for St. Paul on-the-Hill Community Food Bank - The Outreach Committee is asking for your help in 
filling the red wagon with your donations for the food bank. An Outreach volunteer will take the donations to 
St. Paul on-the-Hill.  Grocery gift cards are always greatly appreciated.  For a comprehensive list, please visit 
this link to St. Paul’s-on-the-Hill Food Bank. 
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