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The Epiphany of the Lord
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

It is a great privilege to gather, share stories of faith and worship God on this
beautiful territory, which we now know as Pickering, but which has been the site of
human activity – and therefore storytelling and worship – for many thousands of
years. We wish to honour the ancestral guardians of this land and its waterways:
the Wendat, the Anishinabek Nation, the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, the
Mississaugas of Scugog, Hiawatha and Alderville First Nations. The treaties that were
signed for this particular parcel of land are collectively referred to as the Williams
Treaties of 1923. Today many Indigenous peoples, including the Métis Nation,
continue to call this land home and act as its stewards, and this responsibility
extends to all peoples, to share and care for this land for generations to come.

Celebrant: The Rev. Shelly Pollard
Prelude

Improvisation on "How Brightly Beams the Morning Star"

Sentence: We have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship him.
Opening Hymn #158 vs. 1 & 5 Earth Has Many a Noble City
Earth has many a noble city;
Bethlehem, thou dost all excel:
out of thee the Lord from heaven
came to rule his Israel.
Jesus, whom the Gentiles worshipped
at thy glad epiphany,

unto thee, with God the Father
and the Spirit, glory be.

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY
Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant Almighty God,
People
to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you
no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Kyrie Eleison
Lord have mercy.
Christ have mercy.
Lord have mercy.

The Collect
Eternal God,
who by a star
led wise men to the worship of your Son.
Guide by your light the nations of the earth,
that the whole world may know your glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
First Reading Isaiah 60.16

Reader: Don Henderson

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah:
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen
upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the
peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over
you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of
your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together,
they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your
daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms. Then you shall see and
be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of
the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to
you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian
and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and
frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king's
son;
That he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice;
That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the little
hills bring righteousness.

He shall defend the needy among the people; he shall rescue the poor
and crush the oppressor.
He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation
to another.
He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that
water the earth.
In his time shall the righteous flourish; there shall be abundance of
peace till the moon shall be no more.
The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, and the kings of
Arabia and Saba offer gifts.
All kings shall bow down before him, and all the nations do him service.
For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress, and the
oppressed who has no helper.
He shall have pity on the lowly and poor; he shall preserve the lives of
the needy.
He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence, and dear shall
their blood be in his sight.
Second Reading Ephesians 3:1-12
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians:
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake
of you Gentiles - for surely you have already heard of the commission

of God's grace that was given me for you, and how the mystery was
made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a
reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the
mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was not made
known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles
and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow
heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ
Jesus through the gospel. Of this gospel I have become a servant
according to the gift of God's grace that was given me by the working of
his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was
given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of
Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery
hidden for ages in God who created all things; so that through the
church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in
accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ
Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and
confidence through faith in him.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand for the Gospel.
Gospel Acclamation
Gospel Reading Matthew 2.1-12
Reader The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Reader The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint
Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together
all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of
Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 'And you, Bethlehem,
in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel. '"
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the
exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; and there,
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the
star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down
and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a
dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by
another road.
The Gospel of Christ.
People
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Homily
Moment of Silent Reflection

The Apostles’ Creed
Celebrant Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,
All

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Intercessor: Don Henderson

Confession & Absolution
Celebrant Dear friends in Christ,
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy;
he welcomes sinners
and invites them to his table.
Let us confess our sins,
confident in God’s forgiveness.
Silence is kept.

Celebrant Most merciful God,
All

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us,
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you
from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all
goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
People

Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People

And also with you.

Offertory Hymn #156 vs. 1 & 4 The People That in Darkness Sat
The people that in darkness sat
a glorious light have seen;
the Light has shined on them who long
in shades of death have been.
For unto us a child is born,
to us a Son is given,
and on his shoulder ever rests
all power in earth and heaven.
Prayer over the Gifts
Celebrant Gracious God,
accept the offering of your Church,
the hearts of your people
joined in praise and thanksgiving,
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.
THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST
Eucharistic Prayer 2
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant We give you thanks and praise, almighty God,
through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ,
our Saviour and Redeemer.
He is your living Word,
through whom you have created all things.
By the power of the Holy Spirit
he took flesh of the Virgin Mary
and shared our human nature.
He lived and died as one of us,
to reconcile us to you,
the God and Father of all.
In fulfilment of your will
he stretched out his hands in suffering,
to bring release to those who place their hope in you;
and so he won for you a holy people.
He chose to bear our griefs and sorrows,
and to give up his life on the cross,
that he might shatter the chains of evil and death,
and banish the darkness of sin and despair.
By his resurrection
he brings us into the light of your presence.
Now with all creation we raise our voices

to proclaim the glory of your name.
All

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant Holy and gracious God,
accept our praise,
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ;
who on the night he was handed over
to suffering and death,
took bread and gave you thanks,
saying, “Take, and eat:
this is my body which is broken for you.”
In the same way he took the cup,
saying, “This is my blood which is shed for you.
When you do this, you do it in memory of me.”
Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection,
we offer you this bread and this cup,
giving thanks that you have made us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.
We ask you to send your Holy Spirit
upon the offering of your holy Church.
Gather into one

all who share in these sacred mysteries,
filling them with the Holy Spirit
and confirming their faith in the truth,
that together we may praise you
and give you glory
through your Servant, Jesus Christ.
All glory and honour are yours,
Father and Son,
with the Holy Spirit
in the holy Church,
now and for ever.
Amen.
Celebrant And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,
All
Our Father, who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Silence

Breaking of Bread 6
Celebrant We break the bread of life,
and that life is the light of the world.
All:
God is here among us,
light in the midst of us,
bring us to light and life.
The Communion
Agnus Dei
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:
grant us peace.
Celebrant The gifts of God for the People of God.
People
Thanks be to God.
Prayer for Spiritual Communion
Celebrant Those wishing to do so may make their spiritual communion
by joining in this prayer with me now:
My Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. I
love you above all things, and I long for you in my soul.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come
spiritually into my heart. As though you have already
come, I embrace you, and unite myself entirely to you;
never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.

Prayer after Communion
Celebrant God of all the nations of the earth,
guide us with your light.
Help us to recognize Christ as he comes to us
in this eucharist and in our neighbours.
May we welcome him with love,
for he is Lord now and for ever. Amen.
Doxology & Blessing
Celebrant Glory to God,
All
whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
In the Church and in Christ Jesus,
For ever and ever. Amen.
Celebrant The peace of God which passes all understanding
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge
and love of God and of his Son,
Jesus Christ the Lord.
And the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
remain with you and the ones you love
now and forevermore. Amen.
Announcements
Closing Hymn #159, vs. 1 & 4 Brightest and Best
Brightest and best of the stars of the morning,
dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid:
gem of the East, the horizon adorning,

guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.
Vainly we offer each ample oblation,
vainly with gifts would his favour secure;
richer by far is the heart’s adoration,
dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.

Celebrant Go forth into the world,
rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Improvisation on "Kings from the Orient"

All hymn texts reproduced with permission under CCLI #11469691

Announcements
Update regarding services – Due to the increase in COVID-19 cases in the province, we will
continue with online services only until further notice. All services will be livestreamed on
YouTube at 10am, and they will be available to watch later if you are unable to watch live.
Communion Available this Tuesday – Those who wish to receive the sacrament of Holy
Communion may drop into the church on Tuesday, January 4th between 9:30 AM and 12
noon. The sacrament will be offered to individuals one at a time. Please fill out the contact
tracing form when you arrive. You must wear a mask that fits properly and wait at the back
of the church until it is your turn to receive.
Virtual Coffee Hour – Our Virtual Coffee Hour is back at 12:30 PM on Zoom! Link to
participate: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86160988368, or you may call 647-374-4685 or
647-558-0588 if you wish to participate by phone.
Meeting ID: 861 6098 8368
Wednesday Service on Zoom – Our midweek service will take place on Zoom on
Wednesday at 10:15 am. The Zoom link is https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82287913027, or you
may call 647-374-4685 or 647-558-0588 if you wish to participate by phone.
Meeting ID: 822 8791 3027
Online Faith Formation – We will begin a new online Bible Study on Tuesday, January 18th
at 7PM. More details to follow.
Vestry Meeting and deadline – Our annual Vestry Meeting will be held on Sunday,
February 6th. Vestry reports are due no later than January 17th. More information to come.
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