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Opening Hymn Immortal, Invisible       CP #393 
 

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 
 

2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 

thy justice like mountains high soaring above 

thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 

3 To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 

in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 

we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 



then wither and perish, but nought changeth thee. 
 

4 Great Source of all glory and wisdom and light, 

thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 

all laud we would render: O help us to see 

'tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 

Tune: St. Denio 

Text: Walter Chalmers Smith (1824-1908) 

Music: Welsh trad., adapt. John Roberts of Henllan (1808-1876) 

 

 

The Invitatory                     BAS p. 47 
  

Lord, open our lips,  
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
O God, make speed to save us.  
O Lord, make haste to help us.  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in 
the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  

The Lord is our refuge and strength: O come, let us worship.  

Invitatory: Psalm 24 
1 The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, 
    the world, and those who live in it; 
2 for he has founded it on the seas, 
    and established it on the rivers. 
3 Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? 
    And who shall stand in his holy place? 
4 Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, 



    who do not lift up their souls to what is false, 
    and do not swear deceitfully. 
5 They will receive blessing from the Lord, 
    and vindication from the God of their salvation. 
6 Such is the company of those who seek him, 
    who seek the face of the God of Jacob.Selah 
7 Lift up your heads, O gates! 
    and be lifted up, O ancient doors! 
    that the King of glory may come in. 
8 Who is the King of glory? 
    The Lord, strong and mighty, 
    the Lord, mighty in battle. 
9 Lift up your heads, O gates! 
    and be lifted up, O ancient doors! 
    that the King of glory may come in. 
10 Who is this King of glory? 
    The Lord of hosts, 
    he is the King of glory.Selah 

The Lord is our refuge and strength: O come, let us worship.  

 
 

The Proclamation of the Word 

First Reading Genesis 18.1-15; 21.1-7 
  
The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the 
entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. He looked up and saw three men 
standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to 
meet them, and bowed down to the ground. He said, "My lord, if I find 
favour with you, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water be brought, 
and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little 
bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass 



on-since you have come to your servant." So they said, "Do as you have 
said." And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, "Make ready 
quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes." 
Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to 
the servant, who hastened to prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and 
the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them 
under the tree while they ate. They said to him, "Where is your wife 
Sarah?" And he said, "There, in the tent." Then one said, "I will surely 
return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son." And 
Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him. Now Abraham and 
Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah after the 
manner of women. So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, "After I have grown 
old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?" The Lord said to 
Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh, and say, 'Shall I indeed bear a child, now 
that I am old?' Is anything too wonderful for the Lord? At the set time I will 
return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son." But Sarah 
denied, saying, "I did not laugh"; for she was afraid. He said, "Oh yes, you 
did laugh."  
 
The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as he 
had promised. Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at 
the time of which God had spoken to him. Abraham gave the name Isaac to 
his son whom Sarah bore him. And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac 
when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. Abraham was a 
hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. Now Sarah said, 
"God has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me." 
And she said, "Who would ever have said to Abraham that Sarah would 
nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age." 
 
Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  
 



Psalm 116.1-2, 12-19 
I love the LORD, because he has heard my voice and my supplications. 
Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call on him as long as I 
live. 
 
What shall I return to the LORD for all his bounty to me? 
I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD, 
I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people. 
 
Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his faithful ones. 
O LORD, I am your servant; I am your servant, the child of your serving girl. 
You have loosed my bonds. 
 
I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of the 
LORD. I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people, in 
the courts of the house of the LORD, in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise 
the LORD! 
 
 
 
Second Reading Romans 5.1-8 
 
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in 
which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And 
not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to 
us. For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person though 
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. But God 
proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.  



 
Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  
 
Gospel Reading Matthew 9.35 - 10.8 
 
Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint 
Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing 
every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like 
sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is 
plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to 
send out labourers into his harvest." Then Jesus summoned his twelve 
disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, 
and to cure every disease and every sickness. These are the names of the 
twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; 
James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; 
Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who 
betrayed him. These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: 
"Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but 
go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the 
good news, 'The kingdom of heaven has come near.' Cure the sick, raise 
the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without 
payment; give without payment.  
  
Priest: The Gospel of Christ. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 



Sermon 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again 
to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
Intercessions 2 BAS p. 112 
 
Let us pray with confidence to the Lord, saying, “Lord hear our prayer.” 
O Lord, guard and direct your Church in the way of unity, service, and 
praise.   
Lord, hear our prayer.  



 
Give to all nations an awareness of the unity of the human family. 
Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Cleanse our hearts of prejudice and selfishness, and inspire us to hunger 
and thirst for what is right.   
Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Teach us to use your creation for your greater praise, that all may share the 
good things you provide.   
Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Strengthen all who give their energy or skill for the healing of those who are 
sick in body or in mind.   
Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Set free all who are bound by fear and despair. We pray for all who are 
affected by COVID-19 in any way shape or form. We pray for all who work 
and serve in essential industries and services. We pray for all those who 
care for others.  
Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Grant a peaceful end and eternal rest to all who are dying, and your 
comfort to those who mourn.   
Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

 
The Collect 

Almighty God, 
without you we are not able to please you. 
Mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit 
may in all things direct and rule our hearts; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 



who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Priest: And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Dismissal 
Priest: Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Closing Hymn       Crown Him with Many Crowns   CP #378 
 

1 Crown him with many crowns, 

the Lamb upon his throne: 

hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns 

all music but its own! 

Awake, my soul, and sing of him 

who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless King 

through all eternity. 
 

2 Crown him the Lord of life, 

who triumphed o'er the grave, 

and rose victorious in the strife 

for those he came to save. 

His glories now we sing 

who died and rose on high, 

who died eternal life to bring, 

and lives that death may die. 
 

3 Crown him the Lord of peace, 

whose power a sceptre sways 



from pole to pole, that wars may cease, 

absorbed in prayer and praise. 

His reign shall know no end; 

and round his pierced feet 

fair flowers of paradise extend 

their fragrance ever sweet. 
 

4 Crown him the Lord of love; 

behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds yet visible above 

in beauty glorified. 

All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me; 

thy praise shall never, never fail 

throughout eternity. 

Tune: Diademata 

Text: Matthew Bridges (1800-1894) and Godfrey Thring (1823-1903), alt. 

Music: George Job Elvey (1816-1893) 

 
All texts reprinted with permission under CCLI #11469691 


