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Announcements 

Christmas Thank Yous - To all who have shared their gifts so abundantly this 

season. Special thanks to The Rev. Sharon Melvin for celebrating with us; 

Ted and the choir for their music; the Social Committee, for their 

hospitality in organizing the Christmas potluck; Gillian, for her office 

administration; Alison Scanlon, for her care of the church building; 

everyone who helped to fold bulletins; the Altar Guild for their preparation of the 

sanctuary; and the Bevans for the Christmas tree. 

Midweek services - Wednesday services will resume January 8th. 

Bishop’s Levee - January 1st at St. James Cathedral. All are invited to join Bishop 

Andrew Asbil and the College of Bishops to offer best wishes and prayers for the 

New Year. Said Eucharist at 12:30 pm. Receiving line and reception from 1:30 to 

2:45 p.m. with the ringing of the Bells of Old York. Festive Music at 3:00 p.m. Choral 

Evensong at 3:30 p.m.  

Holiday office hours - The Church office will be open Friday, 9:30 am to 1:30 pm, 
and next week on Monday and Friday, 9:30 am to 1:30 pm. 

 

 

 St. Martin’s Anglican Church 

1203 St. Martin’s Drive, Pickering, Ontario  L1W 1M9    

Phone: 905-839-4257  E-mail: office@stmartinsanglican.ca  

Website: www.stmartinsanglican.ca     

Christmas Blessings from St. Martin’s 

As we celebrate Christ's birth, we pray that he may be reborn in all of us. We 

wish you every blessing this Christmas and in the coming year.  

The Rev. Fr. Jeffry A. Kennedy, Interim 

Mr. Edward Moroney, Music Director   

Ms. Gillian Howard, Office Administrator 

Ms. Moyah Morgan, Youth Leader 

Ms. Janis Lynch, Sunday School Leader 

            Rector’s Warden:  Michelle Loftus  

             People’s Warden:  Brent Levy 

             Deputy Wardens:  Eugene Farrugia  

               Erna Haller 
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     WELCOME TO ST. MARTIN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 

    THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

DECEMBER 24, 2019  ~  10:30 PM 

 

Celebrant: The Rev. Sharon Melvin 

Greeters: Dave & Phyl Bowen, Eugene & Lindis Bacchus 

Server:  Davin 
 

Prelude  Rêve des Anges, Op. 53                    René-Louis Becker (1883-1956) 

 

Opening Sentence:  I bring you good news of great joy which will come to all the people; for 

to you is born this day a Saviour, Christ the Lord.        Luke 2:10  

♪ Processional  Hymn  118 O Come, All Ye Faithful   

1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him, born the King of angels;  

 Refrain: 

 O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord 

2 God of God, Light of Light, 

 lo, he abhors not the virgin's womb; 

 very God, begotten not created: [Refrain] 

3  Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

 sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 

 glory to God, glory in the highest: [Refrain] 

4  See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, 

 leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 

 we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps; [Refrain] 

5  Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 

 Jesus, to thee be glory given; 

 Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: [Refrain]  
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  join the triumph of the skies;  

 with the angelic hosts proclaim, 

 "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"  

 

 Refrain: 

 Hark! the herald angels sing,  

 "Glory to the newborn King." 

 

2  Christ, by highest heaven adored; 

 Christ, the everlasting Lord; 

 late in time behold him come,  

 offspring of a virgin's womb.  

 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;  

 hail, the incarnate Deity, 

 pleased as one of us to dwell,  

 Jesus, our Emmanuel! [Refrain] 

 

3  Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 

 Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

 Light and life to all he brings, 

 risen with healing in his wings, 

 Mild he lays his glory by, 

 born that we no more may die, 

 born to raise each child of earth, 

 born to give us second birth. [Refrain] 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

Acolyte: Go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia! 

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

Postlude   Noël Parisienne              Charles Quef (1873-1931) 
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 4  the heavenly babe you there shall find 

 to human view displayed, 

 all meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 

 and in a manger laid." 

 

5  Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith 

 appeared a shining throng 

 of angels praising God, who thus 

 addressed their joyful song: 

 

6  "All glory be to God on high 

 and on earth be peace; 

 good will henceforth from heaven to me 

 begin and never cease." 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

The Doxology  

Celebrant: Glory to God, 

People:  whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in 

Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen 

THE CHRISTMAS BLESSING 

Celebrant:  May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one, things earthly and 

heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  

Amen. 

 

♪ Recessional Hymn 138  Hark, the Herald Angels Sing 

1  Hark! The herald angels sing, 

 "Glory to the new-born King,  

 peace on earth, and mercy mild,  

 God and sinners reconciled." 

 Joyful, all ye nations, rise,  
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 Station at the Crèche 

Celebrant:  The glory of the Lord has been revealed. 

People:  And all flesh shall see the salvation of our God. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray:  Almighty and everliving God, you have given us a new revelation of 

your loving providence in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ to be born of the 

Virgin Mary.  Grant that as he shared our mortality, so we may share his eternity 

in the glory of your kingdom, where he lives and reigns forever and ever.      

Amen. 

 

Station at the Advent Wreath    After a moment of silence: 

Celebrant: Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 

People: A light no darkness can extinguish. 

The Christ Candle is Now Lit 

Celebrant: The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. 

People: And we beheld his glory. 

Celebrant:   O gracious Light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, O Jesus 

Christ, holy and blessed!  You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy 

voices, O Son of God, Giver of Life, and to be glorified through all the worlds.      

Amen. 

(Please extinguish your candle) 

People:          ♪ Glory to God in the highest, 

 and peace to his people on earth. 

 Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, 

 we worship you, we give you thanks, 

 we praise you for your glory. 

 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

 Have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father; 

 receive our prayer. 

 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 

 Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with 

 the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 



4 

 THE COLLECT 

Celebrant: Eternal God, this holy night is radiant with the brilliance of your one true light.  

As we have known the revelation of that light on earth, bring us to see the 

splendour of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.          Amen. 

 

 

 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

The First Reading Isaiah 9.2-7                         Alan May 

With the birth of the Prince of Peace, light will shine on all people and they will rejoice at the 

reign of justice. 

 

♪ Psalm 96      

♪ Refrain: Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.     

 
                                                              

The Second Reading Titus 2.11-14               Selwyn Newton 

Paul tells Titus to proclaim the salvation of all through God’s grace, seen in Christ’s sacrifice. 

 

♪ Gradual Hymn   122 vs 1 & 2 In the Bleak Midwinter 

1  In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 

 earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 

 snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 

 in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

 

2  Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 

 heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign: 

 in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 

 the Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ. 

 

 

The Holy Gospel Luke 2.1-14 

Luke contrasts the powerful Roman empire with the humble circumstances of Jesus’ birth. 
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 THE BREAKING OF BREAD 

Celebrant:  We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 

People: God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life. 

                       ♪ Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.  

 

THE COMMUNION 

All are welcome at the communion rail for either a blessing (indicated by crossing your arms across 

your chest) or, if you are a baptized Christian, the blessed bread and wine. For health reasons, we do 

not practise intinction (dipping the bread in the wine). 

 

Chalice Bearers Gail Henderson  Rob Mackay 

Please join the choir in singing the communion hymn. 

 

♪ Communion Hymn 136  While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks 

  

1  While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 

 all seated on the ground, 

 the angel of the Lord came down 

 and glory shone around. 

 

2  "Fear not," said he, for mighty dread 

 had seized their troubled mind; 

 "Glad tidings of great joy I bring 

 to you and humankind. 

 

3  To you, in David's town, this day 

 is born of David's line 

 a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; 

 and this shall be the sign: 
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 handed over to suffering and death, a death he freely accepted, our Lord Jesus 

Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to 

his disciples, and said, “ Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he 

had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my 

blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 

of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

People: we remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming 

in glory; 

Celebrant: and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.   

Celebrant: We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, that they 

may be the sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of the new covenant.  

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, may be 

sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, 

and make them new, and bring us to that city of light where you dwell with all 

your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 

creation,  the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation; by whom, and 

with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are 

yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

People: Amen 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Celebrant: And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 

our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 

trial, and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

 now and for ever. Amen. 
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 ♪ Hymn   122 vs. 3 & 4  

3  Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 

 cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 

 but his mother only, in her maiden bliss, 

 worshipped the beloved with a kiss. 

 

4  What can I give him, poor as I am? 

 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

 if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

 yet what I can, I give him -- give my heart.  

 

The Homily 
 

Anthem Il est Né                                            Trad. French Carol 

    

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

Celebrant: Let us confess the faith of our baptism as we say,  

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.   

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 

judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life 

everlasting.    Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE             Intercessor: Don Henderson 

 

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy;  He 

welcomes sinners and invites us to His table.  Let us confess our sins, confident in 

God’s forgiveness. 
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 Silence is kept. 

Celebrant: Most merciful God, 

People: we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved 

you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 

we are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

THE PEACE 

All stand.  

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

♪ Offertory Hymn  126  Away in a Manger 

1     Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay; 

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

2     The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

I love you, Lord Jesus -- look down from on high 

and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 7 

 
3     Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 

and fit us for heaven to live with you there. 

 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; we give you thanks 

and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, who in the mystery of his incarnation 

was made perfect man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; in him we have 

seen a new and radiant vision of your glory. Therefore with all the angels of 

heaven, we lift our voices and sing our joyful hymn of praise to proclaim the glory 

of your name. 

People:          ♪ Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes  

 in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant: We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love you have made 

known to us in creation; in calling Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken 

through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. For 

in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the 

Saviour and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and 

made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into 

truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. On the night he was 


