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Welcome to 

St. Martin’s Anglican Church 

The Great Vigil of Easter  

April 20, 2019 ~ 7:30 pm 

The Great Vigil of Easter is the culmination of the sacred celebration of Holy Week and the 

beginning of the celebration of Our Lord’s Resurrection.  It is the climax of the Christian 

Year unfolding in Scripture, psalm, Sacrament and liturgy, the story of redemption.  It begins 

in darkness and proceeds to a joyous burst of light.  It begins in silence and proceeds to the 

glorious proclamation of the Paschal Alleluia! 

 

It is the Christian Passover, for it celebrates the passing from death to life, from sin to grace.  

The story of the Exodus is central to the Liturgy of the word; Baptism is the means of the full 

realization of redemption; Holy Communion is the promise of the glory that shall be ours 

with our Risen Lord. 

 

This liturgy moves with austere solemnity from one part to the next, as we watch and wait for 

the Lord’s Resurrection.  It is not to be rushed through, for time is suspended as we recount 

salvation history from the time of the deliverance of the Israelites at the Red Sea, and 

celebrate the new life which comes to us through the waters of Baptism.  We profess our 

faith in the perfection of all creation in the fullness of time, in the glory of God. 

 

Of all the celebrations of the Church Year, the Great Vigil of Easter is pre-eminent, for it 

alone vividly and dramatically portrays all that was, that is, and that ever shall be in the drama 

of our redemption. 

(Dennis G. Michno, A Priest’s Handbook.) 

 

 

 

 

Celebrant  The Rev. Fr. Jeffry A. Kennedy 

Greeters David Bevan, John Loftus, Elaine Buckley  

 

15 

 

 

Easter blessings  

Fr. Jeff and the Wardens pray that you may be filled with the joy, hope, and love of the 

resurrection, this Easter and always. 
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Prayer after Communion  

Giver of all, we are nourished with your Easter sacraments. Fill us with the Spirit of love, 
and unite us in faith, that we may be witnesses to the resurrection and show your glory to 
all the world, in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Doxology and Blessing 

Celebrant  Glory to God, 

People whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask  
  or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the   
  Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen 

Celebrant May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through  

  the resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his   

  blessing.  Amen 

  May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into   

  newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ forever.   

  Amen 

  May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting  

  freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance.  Amen 

  The Blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be  

  upon you and remain with you this day and always.  Amen 

 

♪ Recessional Hymn  212  Alleluia! The Strife Is O’er  

♪ Postlude  

 

 

 

Special thanks to Gary and the choir for their joyful music tonight. Thank you to our Altar Guild and all 

who helped prepare for our Easter Vigil celebration. Christ is risen and is alive at St. Martin’s! 
 

  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
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 I  THE SERVICE OF LIGHT 

A) Kindling of the New Fire 

Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, on this most holy night, when our Lord Jesus Christ 
 passed from death to life, the Church invited her children throughout the  
 World to come together in vigil and prayer. This is the Passover of the Lord.  
 We remember his death and resurrection by hearing his word and 
 celebrating his mysteries; we are confident that we shall share his victory 
 over death and live with him for ever in God. 
   
 Let us pray. 
 
 Father, we share in the light of your glory through your son, the light of the 
 World. Sanctify this new fire, and inflame us with new hope. Purify our 
 minds by this Easter celebration  and bring us one day to the feast of eternal 
 light. We ask this through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

B) Blessing of the Paschal Candle 

After the blessing of the new fire, the server brings the paschal candle to the celebrant, who cuts a cross in the 

wax, then traces the Greek letter alpha above the cross, omega below, and the numerals of the current year 

between the arms of the cross, saying: 

 

1. Christ yesterday and today (tracing the vertical arm of the cross) 

2. The beginning and the end (the horizontal arm) 

3. Alpha (alpha, above the cross) 

4. And Omega (omega, below the cross) 

5. All time belongs to Him (the first numeral, upper left corner) 

6. And all the ages (the second numeral in the upper right corner) 

7. To Him be glory and power (the third numeral lower left corner) 

8. Through every age forever.  Amen (the last numeral lower right) 
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 When the cross and other marks have been made, the celebrant makes the form of a cross saying: 

1. By his holy 

2. And glorious wounds 

3. May Christ our Lord 

4. Guard us 

5. And keep us.   AMEN 

Following the preparation of the candle, the celebrant lights the candle from the new fire, saying: 

May the light of Christ, rising in glory 
Dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds. 

 

C) The Procession into the Church 

The celebrant takes the paschal candle, lifts it high and sings the following response three times as the 
procession moves towards the place of worship. 

Celebrant  The light of Christ. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

When the procession reaches the front, the Paschal Candle is placed in its stand.  After the people have 
proceeded to their seats, the servers will light their hand-held candles. 

 

D) The Exultet (Please remain standing) 
 
Celebrant  Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! 
   Exult, all creation around God’s throne! Jesus 
   Christ, our King, is risen! Sound the trumpet of 
   salvation! 
   Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendour, radiant in 
   the brightness of your King! Christ has conquered! 
   Glory fills you! Darkness vanishes for ever! 
   Rejoice, O Mother Church! Exult in glory! The risen 
   Saviour shines upon you! Let this place resound with 
   joy, echoing the mighty song of all God’s people! 
 

   The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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 now and for ever. 
People Amen. 

 

♪ The Lord’s Prayer   

Celebrant  As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 

People Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
 as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin   
 against us.  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 

The Breaking of the Bread  

Celebrant Lord, we died with you on the cross. 
All Now we are raised to new life. 

Celebrant: We were buried in your tomb. 

All Now we share in your resurrection. 

Celebrant Live in us, that we may live in you. 

 

♪ Lamb of God  

 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 
grant us peace. 

The Communion 

Chalice Bearers Michelle Loftus  Anne Davidson 

♪ Communion Hymns  56  I Am the Bread, the Bread of Life 

 237  Now the Green Blade Rises                
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 After supper he took the cup of wine; 
 and when he had given thanks, 
 he gave it to them, 
 and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
 this is my blood of the new covenant, 
 which is shed for you and for many 
 for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Whenever you drink it, 
 do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Celebrant Therefore, Father, according to his command, 
People we remember his death, we proclaim his  resurrection, we await his 
 coming in glory; 
Celebrant  and we offer our sacrifice 
 of praise and thanksgiving 
 to you, Lord of all; 
 presenting to you, from your creation, 
 this bread and this wine. 
 
 We pray you, gracious God, 
 to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 
 that they may be the sacrament 
 of the body of Christ 
 and his blood of the new covenant. 
 Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, 
 that we, made acceptable in him, 
 may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

 In the fullness of time, 
 reconcile all things in Christ, 
 and make them new, 
 and bring us to that city of light 
 where you dwell with all your sons and daughters; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 the firstborn of all creation, 
 the head of the Church, 
 and the author of our salvation; 
 by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, 

5 

 People   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant   It is truly right that with full hearts and minds and 
   voices we should praise the unseen God, the all-powerful 
   Father, and his only Son, our Lord Jesus 
   Christ. For Christ has ransomed us with his blood, 
   and paid for us the price of Adam’s sin to our 
   eternal Father! 
 

   This is our passover feast, when Christ, the true 
   Lamb, is slain, whose blood consecrates the homes 
   of all believers. 
 

   This is the night when first you saved our forebears: 
   you freed the people of Israel from their slavery and 
   led them dry-shod through the sea. 
 

   This is the night when Christians everywhere, 
   washed clean of sin and freed from all defilement, 
   are restored to grace and grow together in holiness. 
 

   This is the night when Jesus Christ broke the chains 
   of death and rose triumphant from the grave. 
   Father, how wonderful your care for us! How 
   boundless your merciful love! To ransom a slave 
   you gave away your Son. 
 

   The power of this holy night dispels all evil, washes 
   guilt away, restores lost innocence, brings 
   mourners joy. 
 

   Night truly blessed when heaven is wedded to 
   earth and we are reconciled with God! 
 

   Therefore, heavenly Father, in the joy of this night, 
   receive our evening sacrifice of praise, your 
   Church’s solemn offering. Accept this Easter 
   candle. May it always dispel the darkness of this 
   night! 
    

   May the Morning Star which never sets find this 
   flame still burning: Christ, that Morning Star, who 
   came back from the dead, and shed his peaceful 
   light on all creation, your Son who lives and reigns 
   for ever and ever.   Amen. 
 

   Following the Exultet, hand held candles are extinguished. 
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II  THE LITURGY OF THE WORD        

The Old Testament Readings (Please be seated) 

1. Genesis 1.1-2.4a                  Selwyn Newton 
From primal chaos, God created an ordered universe and proclaimed it good. 
 

♪ Hymn   389  O God of Font and Altar 
 

Prayer                  Kerrolyne Zabik 
 
 

2. Exodus 14.10-31; 15.20-21                Elaine Watters 
God saves his people from their Egyptian pursuers, parting the Sea of  Reeds, and letting 
them pass through. 
 

♪ Hymn   226  Through the Red Sea   
 

Prayer                    Peter Davidson 
 
     

3.    Zephaniah 3.14-20                   David Bevan 
God promises to renew his people, giving them a new heart and a new spirit. 
 

♪ Hymn  362  Tell Out, My Soul 
 

Prayer                      Shirley Vasey 

 

(Please stand) 

Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People  The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

♪ The Gloria      

Celebrant Glory to God in the highest, 

All  and peace to his people on earth.  

  Lord God, heavenly king,  

  almighty God and Father,  

  we worship you, we give you thanks,  

 we praise you for your glory.  

  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
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 and by his rising to life again 
 he has won for us eternal life. 
 Therefore, joining our voices 
 with the whole company of heaven, 
 we sing our joyful hymn of praise 
 to proclaim the glory of your name. 
 
All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Celebrant We give thanks to you, Lord our God, 
 for the goodness and love 
 you have made known to us in creation; 
 in calling Israel to be your people; 
 in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
 and above all in the Word made flesh, 
 Jesus your Son. 
 For in these last days you sent him 
 to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
 to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 
 In him, you have delivered us from evil, 
 and made us worthy to stand before you. 
 In him, you have brought us 
 out of error into truth, 
 out of sin into righteousness, 
 out of death into life. 
 
 On the night he was handed over 
 to suffering and death, 
 a death he freely accepted, 
 our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
 and when he had given thanks to you, 
 he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
 and said, “ Take, eat: 
 this is my body which is given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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 Celebrant God the creator, the rock of our salvation, has given us new birth by 

water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, 

through  our Lord Jesus Christ. May he keep us faithful to our calling, 

now and for ever.    Amen. 

 

The Peace 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

 
 
IV                THE FIRST EUCHARIST OF EASTER             

♪ Offertory Hymn   425  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 

Prayer over the Gifts  

  God of life and health, accept the offering of your holy people, and grant 
that we who are baptized into Christ may be perfected in your salvation, 
in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord.  Amen 

 

Eucharistic Prayer   

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 

People   We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Celebrant  Blessed are you, gracious God, 
  creator of heaven and earth; 
  we give you thanks and praise 
  for the glorious resurrection of your Son 
  Jesus Christ our Lord; 
  for he is the true paschal lamb 
  who has taken away the sin of the world. 
  By his death he destroyed death, 
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  Lord  God, Lamb of God,  

  you take away the sin of the world:  

  have mercy on us;  

  you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

  receive our prayer.  

  For you alone are the Holy One,  

  you alone are the Lord,  

  you alone are the Most High,  

  Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

  in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

As the Gloria is sung, the Sanctus Bells are rung throughout and the organ plays triumphantly. 

Collect   Eternal Giver of Life and Light, this holy night shines with the radiance of the 

risen Christ.  Renew your Church with the Spirit given to us in baptism that we may 

worship you in sincerity and truth, and shine as a light in the world; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.            

Amen 

The Epistle Romans 6.3-11                   Moyah Morgan 

In baptism, we die with Christ and rise to new life with Him. 

♪ Psalm   114                                                                        

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! ♪ 

♪ Gradual Hymn 220 vs. 1 & 2  Christ Is Risen, Christ Is Risen 

The Holy Gospel Luke 24.1-12 
At dawn on Easter morning, the women find Jesus’ tomb empty.  

♪  Hymn  220 v. 3 

The Homily              
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III   THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over water the Holy 

Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through water you led the 

children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. 

In water your Son Jesus received the baptism of John as was anointed by 

the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death 

and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 

We pray that all who have passed through the water of baptism may 

continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, now and 

for ever.  Amen. 

Dear friends, through the paschal mystery we have been buried with 

Christ in baptism, so that we may rise with him to a new life. Now that 

our Lenten observance is ended, let us renew the promises we made in 

baptism, when we rejected Satan and all his works, and promised to serve 

God faithfully in his holy catholic Church. 

Celebrant Do you  reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment 

to  Jesus Christ? 

People  We do. 

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Father? 

People  I believe in God,  

 the Father Almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People I believe in Jesus Christ, 

  his only Son, our Lord. 

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
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  and born of the Virgin Mary. 

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried.  

  He descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again. 

  He ascended into heaven, 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the holy catholic Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

   the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, 

   and the life everlasting. 

Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the   

   breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant  Will you persevere in resisting evil and, whenever you fall into sin, repent  

   and return to the Lord? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbour as  

   yourself? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant   Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 

   dignity of every human being? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

 


