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    ST. MARTIN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 

FAMILY EUCHARIST 

DECEMBER 24, 2018 ~  4:00 PM 

CELEBRANT: THE REV. SHARON MELVIN 

Greeters: Tom Collier, John Loftus 

 

GOD INVITES: WE GATHER 

♪ Processional Hymn  154  Joy to the World  

 

Celebrant: Christ has brought us out of darkness:  

All:  to live in his marvellous light.  

Celebrant:  Brothers and sisters in Christ, welcome to St. Martin’s today. We have come 

together in the presence of God our Father to rejoice in the gift of Jesus to us as the light 

of the world, to hear and receive the story and message of the coming of Christ, and to 

offer God our thanksgiving in prayer and sacrament and song.  

 

♪ We Praise God by singing the Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly king, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us;  

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

 

Celebrant: Almighty God, as we prepare with joy to celebrate the gift of the Christ-child, 

embrace the earth with your glory and be for us a living hope in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All:   Amen.  
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Special thanks to The Rev. Sharon Melvin for being our Celebrant and Preacher today, 

 

And to Gary Heard, Helen Locke, and Janis Lynch for organizing the music and Nativity 
story in today’s service.  

 

 

Christmas Blessings from St. Martin’s 

As we celebrate Christ's birth, we pray that he may be reborn in 

all of us. We wish you every blessing this Christmas and in the 

coming year.  

The Rev. Fr. Jeffry A. Kennedy, Interim 

Mr. Gary Heard, Music Director   

Ms. Gillian Howard, Office Administrator 

Ms. Janis Lynch, Sunday School Leader 

             Rector’s Warden:  Michelle Loftus  

             People’s Warden:  Brent Levy 

             Deputy Wardens:  Eugene Farrugia  

                Erna Haller 

1203 St. Martin’s Drive, Pickering, Ontario  L1W 1M9    

Phone: 905-839-4257  E-mail: office@stmartinsanglican.ca  

Website: www.stmartinsanglican.ca     
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All:  Thanks be to God. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 

 

All are welcome at the communion rail for either a blessing (indicated by crossing your 

arms across your chest) or, if you are a baptized Christian, the blessed bread and wine. 

Chalice Bearers: Rob Mackay, Ellen Corbin  

♪  Communion Hymns  119 Silent Night 

     146   ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime 

    

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Celebrant: Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your Saviour, and in this meal we 

have feasted on your grace. May your Word be born in us, so that we may be your holy 

people, showing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 

Amen.  
 

THE BLESSING 

May the Father, who has loved the Son from before the creation of the world, shed that 

light upon you his children. And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit be upon you and remain with you this Christmas and always.  

All:  Amen. 

♪  Recessional Hymn  118 O Come All Ye Faithful 

DISMISSAL 

Acolyte:  Go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia! 

All:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

Sources: Anglican Church of Canada, Book of Alternative Services, 1985; Archbishop of Sydney’s Liturgical Panel, “Sunday 

Services: Occasional Prayers,” 2001; Church of England, Common Worship, 2000, and “Additional Eucharistic Prayers: Prayer 

Two,” 2012; Eugene Peterson, The Message: The Bible in Contemporary Language (2002); John Pritchard, Leading 

Intercessions: Creative Ideas for Public and Private Prayer (Liturgical Press, 2005). 

The candles on the altar are given to the glory of God in memory of Mark Rodriquez,  
by his family. 

 
Please remember the following parishioners and their families in your prayers this week:  

Mark & Lee Lynn; Cole Mackay; Darlene Mackay; Rob & Tami Mackay; Mary Mann 
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GOD SPEAKS: WE LISTEN 

♪  Gradual Hymn   126 vs. 1  Away in an Manger 

Please be Seated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children are invited to join in the building of the Nativity Scene with their figures as 

indicated on the insert. 

 

Please stand 

♪  Gradual Hymn   126 vs. 2 & 3  Away in an Manger  

   

THE PEACE 

Celebrant: May the peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

We greet one another with a sign of peace. 

 

PRAYERS FOR OURSELVES AND OTHERS 

Celebrant: Loving God, thank you for coming to live with us here as Jesus. Thank you 

for the gift of life. Thank you for the gift of other people to share life with us. Help us 

to love others so that we learn to love you. Help us to be like you in loving and caring 

for our families, our friends, our neighbours and all the people of your world. 

The Prayers of the People will be offered by D’Mayah Lewis 

 

 

The Nativity Story 

With narration and building of the 

Nativity Scene 

Please see insert. You may remain seated. 
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Celebrant: God of mercy and love, we ask you to hear the prayers that we your 

children make to you through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All:  Amen.  

GOD SHARES: WE OFFER 

♪  Offertory  Hymn  139  The First Nowell 

The offering is collected at this time. 

 

Celebrant: Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the 

poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them 

be a blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout 

for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All:   Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: and also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: Why is it right to give thanks and praise? 

People: Listen, and we will hear. 

Celebrant:  Why do we give our thanks and praise? 

People:  God is love and does wonderful things.  

Celebrant:  You give us love that lasts forever in your Son Jesus Christ, and in him you 

bring us close to you. You made us all to love and to serve you; and so we join with the 

angels to sing your praise: 

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full 

of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
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Celebrant: We thank you, loving Father, because you sent Jesus, your Son, to be born 

and to live among us. He gave his life for us on the cross and shows us the way to live. 

Celebrant:  Why do we share this bread and wine? 

People: They show the love of Jesus for us. 

Celebrant:  On the night before he died, Jesus took bread. He gave thanks, broke it, and 

shared it with his disciples. This is my body, he said, given for you. Do this to 

remember me.  After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and shared 

it with his disciples. This is my blood, he said, poured out for you and for all people to 

save them from their sins. Do this to remember me.  Father, send your Holy Spirit, that 

this bread and this wine may be to us the body and blood of your only Son our Saviour 

Jesus Christ, and change us more and more to be like him.  

People:  Make us joyful as we celebrate his death for us on the cross and his 

rising from the dead; and share these gifts which strengthen us to follow him.  

Celebrant: How do we follow Jesus? 

People: By loving God and our neighbour. 

Celebrant:  Help us to love all people and to work together for that day when all the 

needs of the world are met, suffering is ended, and the whole of creation is gathered 

into your loving arms. 

All:  Amen. 

The service continues with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Celebrant: As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and 

ever.   Amen 

 

GOD COMES: WE BREAK AND SHARE 

 Celebrant: We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 

All:  God here among us, Light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life. 

Celebrant: The gifts of God for us, the people of God. 


