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     WELCOME TO ST. MARTIN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 

    THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

DECEMBER 24, 2018 ~  10:30 PM 

 

Greeters:  Dave & Phyl Bowen, Don Hewitt, Elaine Watters 
 

Concerto in A minor for Flute and Organ       Michel Blavet (1700-1768) 

I - Allegro 

Allan Pulker, flute  

 

Opening Sentence:  I bring you good news of great joy which will come to all the people; for 

to you is born this day a Saviour, Christ the Lord.        Luke 2:10  

♪ Festal Processional    Once in Royal David’s City 

  

1 Soprano Solo 
 

Sung by All: 

2 He came down to earth from heaven, who is God and Lord of all,   

 and his shelter was a  stable, and his cradle was a stall.   

 With the poor and  mean and lowly, lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 

3 And through all his wondrous childhood, he would honour and obey,  

 love, and watch the lowly maiden, in whose gentle arms he lay;   

 Christian children all must be, mild, obedient, good as he. 
 

4 For he is our childhood’s pattern, day by day like us he grew,  

 he was little, weak and helpless, tears and smiles, like us he knew;  

 and he feeleth for our sadness, and he shareth in our gladness.  
 

5 And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love,  

 for that child, so dear and gentle, is our Lord in heaven above;  

 and he leads his children on, to the place where he is gone.  
 

6 Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by,  

 we shall see him; but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high;  

 when like stars his children crowned, all in white shall gather round. 15 

 

Announcements 

 
 

 

 

 

Christmas Thank Yous - To all who have shared their gifts so abundantly 

this season. Special thanks to The Rev. Sharon Melvin for celebrating with us; 

Gary, the choir, and flutist Allan Pulker for their music; the Social Committee, 

for their hospitality in organizing the Christmas potluck; Gillian, for her office 

administration; Alison Scanlon, for her care of the church building; the Altar 

Guild for their preparation of the sanctuary; and the Bevans for the Christmas tree. 

Midweek services cancelled - There will be no Wednesday Eucharist this week or next 

week. Wednesday services will resume January 9th. 

Bishop’s Levee - January 1st at St. James Cathedral. All are invited to join Bishop Andrew 

Asbil and the College of Bishops to offer best wishes and prayers for the New Year. Said 

Eucharist at 12:30 pm. Receiving line and reception from 1:30 to 2:45 p.m. with the ringing of 

the Bells of Old York. Festive Music at 3:00 p.m. Choral Evensong at 3:30 p.m., with 

presentation of Order of the Diocese of Toronto to our own Peter Davidson!  

Church office - The Church office will be closed until January 4th. 

Christmas Blessings from St. Martin’s 

As we celebrate Christ's birth, we pray that he may be reborn in all of us. We 

wish you every blessing this Christmas and in the coming year.  
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 Station at the Crèche 

Celebrant:  The glory of the Lord has been revealed. 

People:  And all flesh shall see the salvation of our God. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray:  Almighty and everliving God, you have given us a new revelation of 

your loving providence in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ to be born of the 

Virgin Mary.  Grant that as he shared our mortality, so we may share his eternity 

in the glory of your kingdom, where he lives and reigns forever and ever.      

Amen. 

 

Station at the Advent Wreath    After a moment of silence: 

Celebrant: Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 

People: A light no darkness can extinguish. 

The Christ Candle is Now Lit 

Celebrant: The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. 

People: And we beheld his glory. 

Celebrant:   O gracious Light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, O Jesus 

Christ, holy and blessed!  You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy 

voices, O Son of God, Giver of Life, and to be glorified through all the worlds.      

Amen. 

(Please extinguish your candle) 

People: Glory to God in the highest, 

 and peace to his people on earth. 

 Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, 

 we worship you, we give you thanks, 

 we praise you for your glory. 

 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

 Have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father; 

 receive our prayer. 

 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 

 Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with 

 the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
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 THE COLLECT 

Celebrant: Eternal God, this holy night is radiant with the brilliance of your one true light.  

As we have known the revelation of that light on earth, bring us to see the 

splendour of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.          Amen. 

 

 

 

 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

The First Reading Isaiah 9.2-7          Selwyn Newton 

With the birth of the Prince of Peace, light will shine on all people and they will rejoice at the 

reign of justice. 

 

♪ Psalm 96      

♪ Refrain: Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.     

 
                                                              

The Second Reading Titus 2.11-14                 Elaine Watters 

Paul tells Titus to proclaim the salvation of all through God’s grace, seen in Christ’s sacrifice. 

 

♪ Gradual Hymn   125 v. 1 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

1  Infant holy, infant lowly, 

 For his bed a cattle stall; 

 Oxen lowing, little knowing 

 Christ the babe is Lord of all. 

 Swift are winging angels singing, 

 Nowells ringing, tidings bringing: 

 Christ the babe is Lord of all. 

 Christ the babe is Lord of all! 

 

 

The Holy Gospel Luke 2.1-14 

Luke contrasts the powerful Roman empire with the humble circumstances of Jesus’ birth. 
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  very God, begotten not created: [Refrain] 

3  Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

 sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 

 glory to God, glory in the highest: [Refrain] 

4  See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, 

 leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 

 we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps; [Refrain] 

5  Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 

 Jesus, to thee be glory given; 

 Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: [Refrain]  

 

 

♪ Hymn (sung at back of church) 119 v.1 Silent Night 

1    Silent night!  Holy night!   All is calm, all is bright.   

   Round yon virgin, mother and child.   

   Holy infant, so tender and mild,  

  sleep in heavenly peace. 

  Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

Acolyte: Go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia! 

People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

Concerto in A minor for Flute and Organ                   Michel Blavet  

III - Allegro 

Allan Pulker, flute   

 
 

 
The candles on the altar are given to the glory of God in memory of Mark Rodriquez,  

by his family. 
 

  
Please remember the following parishioners and their families in your prayers this week:  

Mark & Lee Lynn; Cole Mackay; Darlene Mackay; Rob & Tami Mackay; Mary Mann 
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4 O children of the forest free, 

 beloved of Manitou, 

 the holy child of earth and heaven 

 is born today for you. 

 Come kneel before the radiant boy, 

 who brings you beauty, peace and joy. [Refrain] 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

The Doxology  

Celebrant: Glory to God, 

People:  whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church 

and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen 

THE CHRISTMAS BLESSING 

Celebrant:  May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one, things earthly and 

heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you 

always.  Amen. 

 

♪ Recessional Hymn 118  O Come All Ye Faithful 

1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

 O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem; 

 come and behold him, born the King of angels;  

 Refrain: 

 O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 

2  God of God, Light of Light, 

 lo, he abhors not the virgin's womb; 
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 ♪ Hymn   125 v. 2  

2  Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping 

 vigil till the morning new 

 saw the glory, heard the story, 

 tidings of a gospel true. 

 Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, 

 praises voicing greet tomorrow, 

 Christ the babe was born for you, 

 Christ the babe was born for you! 

 

The Homily 
 

Anthem God Bless Us Everyone                                      Alan Silvestri 

    

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

Celebrant: Let us confess the faith of our baptism as we say,  

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.   

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 

judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life 

everlasting.    Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE             Intercessor: Don Henderson 

 

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Celebrant: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy;  He 

welcomes sinners and invites us to His table.  Let us confess our sins, confident in 

God’s forgiveness. 

Silence is kept. 
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 Celebrant: Most merciful God, 

People: we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved 

you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 

we are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

THE PEACE 

All stand.  

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

♪ Offertory Hymn 143 Angels, from the Realms of Glory 

1  Angels, from the realms of glory, 

 wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

 you who sang creation's story, 

 now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

 come and worship, come and worship 

 worship Christ, the new-born King. 

 

2  Shepherds in the field abiding, 

 watching o'er your flocks by night, 

 God with us is now residing; 

 yonder shines the infant Light: 

 come and worship, come and worship 

 worship Christ, the new-born King. 

 

3  Sages, leave your contemplations; 
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  when the new heaven and earth shall own 

 the Prince of Peace their King, 

 and the whole world send back the song 

 which now the angels sing.  

 

Solo                   Concerto in A Minor - Gavotte I & II                Michel Blavet 

  Allan Pulker, flute 

 

 ♪ Communion Hymn 146 ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime 

1 'Twas in the moon of wintertime, 

 when all the birds had fled, 

 that mighty Gitchi Manitou  

 sent angel choirs instead; 

 before their light the stars grew dim, 

 and wandering hunters heard the hymn: 

 

 Refrain: 

 Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born, 

 In excelsis gloria. 

 

2 Within a lodge of broken bark 

 the tender Babe was found; 

 a ragged robe of rabbit skin 

 enwrapped his beauty round, 

 but, as the hunter braves drew nigh, 

 the angel song rang loud and high: [Refrain] 

 

3 The earliest moon of wintertime 

 is not so round and fair 

 as was the ring of glory on 

 the helpless infant there. 

 The chiefs from far before him knelt 

 with gifts of fox and beaver pelt. [Refrain] 
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  "Peace on the earth, to all good will 

 from heaven's all-gracious king!" 

 The world in solemn stillness lay, 

 to hear the angels sing. 

 

2  Still through the cloven skies they come 

 with peaceful wings unfurled, 

 and still their heavenly music floats 

 o'er all the weary world; 

 above its sad and lowly plains 

 bend on hovering wing, 

 and ever o'er its Babel sounds 

 the blessed angels sing. 

 

3  Yet with the woes of sin and strife 

 the world has suffered long; 

 beneath the angel-strain have rolled 

 two thousand years of wrong; 

 and we amid our wars hear not  

 the words of peace they bring; 

 O listen now, and still your strife  

 to hear the angels sing. 

 

4  And you, beneath life's crushing load, 

 whose forms are bending low, 

 who toil along the climbing way 

 with painful steps and slow; 

 look now, for glad and golden hours 

 come swiftly on the wing: 

 O rest beside the weary road 

 and hear the angels sing. 

 

5  For lo, the days are hastening on, 

 by prophets seen of old, 

 when with the ever-circling years 

 shall come the time foretold: 
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 brighter visions beam afar; 

 seek the great desire of nations; 

 you have seen his natal star: 

 come and worship, come and worship 

 worship Christ, the new-born King. 

 

4  Saints before the altar bending, 

 watching long in hope and fear, 

 suddenly the Lord, descending, 

 in his temple shall appear: 

 come and worship, come and worship 

 worship Christ, the new-born King. 

 

5  Though an infant now we view him, 

 he shall fill the eternal throne, 

 gather all the nations to him; 

 every knee shall then bow down: 

 come and worship, come and worship 

 worship Christ, the new-born King. 

 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; we give you thanks 

and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, who in the mystery of his incarnation 

was made perfect man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; in him we have 

seen a new and radiant vision of your glory. Therefore with all the angels of 

heaven, we lift our voices and sing our joyful hymn of praise to proclaim the glory 
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 of your name. 

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes  

 in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant: We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love you have made 

known to us in creation; in calling Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken 

through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. For 

in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the 

Saviour and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and 

made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into 

truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. On the night he was 

handed over to suffering and death, a death he freely accepted, our Lord Jesus 

Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to 

his disciples, and said, “ Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he 

had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my 

blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 

of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

People: we remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming 

in glory; 

Celebrant: and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.   

Celebrant: We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, that they 

may be the sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of the new covenant.  

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, may be 

sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, 

and make them new, and bring us to that city of light where you dwell with all 

your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 

creation,  the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation; by whom, and 

with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are 

yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

People: Amen 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Celebrant: And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 

us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 

trial, and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

 now and for ever. Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF BREAD 

Celebrant:  We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 

People: God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life. 

♪ Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.  

 

THE COMMUNION 

All are welcome at the communion rail for either a blessing (indicated by crossing your arms across 

your chest) or, if you are a baptized Christian, the blessed bread and wine. For health reasons, we do 

not practise intinction (dipping the bread in the wine). 

 

Chalice Bearers Gail Henderson  Michelle Loftus 

Please join the choir in singing the communion hymns. 

 

♪ Communion Hymn 140   It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 

1  It came upon the midnight clear, 

 that glorious song of old, 

 from angels bending near the earth, 

 to touch their harps of gold: 


